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We know their holy jugglings, 
- Things that would ſtartle faith, and make us deem, 
Not this, or that, but all religions falſe. 1 


By education moſt have been miſled, 

So they believe, becauſe they ſo were bred, 

The prieſt continues what the nurſe began, ans, 

And thus the child impoſes on the man. DTD. 


Nothing is more dangerous, nothing more dreadful than for 
* men to aſſume to themſelves a power which heaven has 
deny'd them; ſuch men may indeed poſſibly deceive the 


6 
* 
9 


World under a falſe character; but God will not be mock' d, 


the All- wiſe will not be over - reach'd by the crafty pre- 


heaven be impoſed upon by the pretended credentials of 
falſe embaſſadors. Mr. BET 1 1s Sermons | 
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Believe you will agree with me, that 
lic is very juſt and reaſonable, to ex- 
©! I pect ſomething uncommon, in a ſermon 
*%@ EN as preach'd before the Univerſity of Ox- 
brd; the Perſons who are appointed 
to entertain ſuch a learned audience, being ſup- 
Pos d to be every way qualify'd for ſuch an ho- 
nourable employ, This expectation of mine na- 
turally led me to purchaſe and peruſe a ſermon 
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lately publiſh'd, which recommended it ſelf by 
being preach'd before that Univerſity. . I was 


pleas d with the hopes of being agreeably en- 


tertainꝰd and inſtructed by an addreſs to ſo learn- 


ed and polite an audience ; but how far, and for 
what reaſons, I was diſappointed, will appear by 


the ſequel. 3 1 | : 
J chuſe, Gentlemen, to addreſs my ſelf on this 
occaſion to you, who are undoubtedly the moſt 


competent judges of an affair of this nature; and 


becauſe I apprehend it is in ſome meaſure incum- 
bent upon the Univer/ity, to take care that no 


| diſcourſes ſhould be preach'd before them, at. leaſt 


not publiſb'd to the world, which are deficient in 
point of juſt reaſoning or charity. 8 
That the diſcourſe above-mention'd is remarka- 
bly deficient in both inſtances, throughout almoſt 
every paragraph, 1s what, in my opinion, appears 


not difficult to prove, to the ſatisfaction and con- 


viction of any, but thoſe who have the happineſs 
of the ſame profound learning and intellefts as Mr. 


Betty: and all ſuch I freely leave to that venerable 
| Perl, who hath an undemable right, and undoubted _ 
authority, to inſtruct, reprove and exhort, direct and 


govern them. 


In the firſt place, Gentlemen, I think your 
orator ſomewhat unhappy in the choice of his 


text; which, I ſuppoſe, he would inſinuate is a di- 
vine proof out of the holy writings of the main 
polition in his ſermon, viz. the divine inſtitution of the 


miniſtry : whereas there is not the leaſt foundation 


in the words themſelves for any ſuch fancy, they 
being applicable to the apoſtleSt. Pau! himſelf, and 
no one individual perſon beſides. In the beginning 
of his epiſtle he tells the Galatians, that he was an 
apoſtle, not of men, neither by men, but by Jeſus 
Chriſt, and God the Father; which is very little 

3 different 


_ turally lead them to. 


TS) 


different from his uſual manner of expreſſion, as 


is evident if we review the beginning of any of 
his epiſtles ; for in them he calls himſelf, an apoſtle 
by the will of God, an expreſſion which is very 


eaſy and obvious, and which none who are ac- 


quainted with his hiſtory could poſſibly miſtake : 


the reaſon why the apoſtle varies from his more 


general form of expreſſion, in the beginning of 


his other epiſtles, none need be a ſtranger to, who 


will give himſelf the trouble of reading the whole 
chapter. * 


a : } 
But what reference hath this to the 


inſtitution 


of a miniſtry ſeventeen centuries after? what con- 


nection hath the appointment of St. Paul to the 
apoſtleſbip, which certainly was by the will of God, 
and that reveal'd in a particular and miraculous 
manner, with the ixſtitution of My. Joſeph Betty 10 
the miniſtry ? or how doth it follow, that becauſe 
the former was by divine appointment, that this 
is equally true concerning the latter? I fear if 


Mr. B—— had not taken orders till he had the 


divine appointment intimated in the words of 


his text, the world muſt have been for ever de- 


priv'd of his inſtruftions, reproofs and exhorta- 
tions. | 


But if it was not our preacher's intention to 


make this uſe of his text, yet as he hath ſeparated 


it from the words preceding and following, it was 


very likely to be underſtood in ſuch a ſenſe, agree- 


able to the tenor of his whole diſcourſe. He 
ought in juſtice, therefore, to have expreſsly guarded 
his audience againſt underſtanding the words in 
that ſenſe, which his choice of them would na- 


After our author hath given us a ſpecimen of 


his profound judgment, in the choice of a text, 


which hath no relation at all to the diſcourſe 
ON e which 


' 


La) ” 
which is ſuppos'd to be founded on it; for with 
equal reaſon, and the ſame propriety, he might 
have choſe the firſt verſe of the firſt chapter of 
Geneſis; I ſuppoſe he had a mind to ſurprize his 


audience with ſomewhat bright and uncommon. I 


am indeed an entire ſtranger to the perſon and 
character of our preacher, but upon reading his 
firſt paragraph, J preſently imagin'd, that when 
he was preparing this great and wonderful per- 
formance, he was ſomewhat diffident of himfelf 
and his abilities, for which reaſon, leſt the audience 
ſhould immediately ſettle themſelves to ſleep, he 
took extraordinary care, and uncommon pains a- 
bout it: certainly the wondrous diſcoveries in this 
firſt paragraph muſt be the product of great ſtudy 


and mature deliberation ; there are ſome very deep 


and hidden things, which a genius leſs ſagacious 
and profound than Mr. Þ——y's could en 4 diſ- 


and 
beauty of religion are motives ſtrong enough 
c to engage the eſteem and admiration of the 
world; tho religion it ſelf be highly agreeable 
e to all the laws of reaſon ; tho it be neceſſarily 
** allow'd to be the ornament and perfection of 


cover. He tells us, that tho the loveline 
Ec 


** our nature, yet were its diſpenſers entirely un- 


5 authoriz'd, had their precepts receiv*d no ſanc- 
* tion, nor they themſelves any commiſſion 3 


<< were there indeed no divine poſitive inſtitution, - 


5 all the plauſible arguments, all the powerful 
* obligations which are generally pleaded in its 
behalf, would then be very precarious and un- 


„certain; i. e. in other words, that all our 


obligations to virtue and religion, which are founded 
upon its intrinſick beauty and lovelineſs, upon its 
conformity to the eternal nature and reaſon of 


will 


things, and moreover upon its being the exprels 
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(5) 
will * of the Deity, who as the author of our be- 
ings, hath an undoubted right to our obedience, 
yet that all theſe powerful obligations, would be 
very precarious and uncertain, except the diſpenſers 
of theſe truths, had been authoriz'd, or receius d a 
commiſſion to tell us that we are oblig'd io a Je 
of virtue and religion, Strange indeed! that the 
certainty of our obligation to virtue and religion 

5 ſhould depend upon a perſon's being authoriz'd or 

- ot authoriz*d to tell us our duty: this is bad rea- 

7 ſoning, but worſe divinity ; and yet no leſs a per- 
ſon than a maſter of arts, and an univerſity orator, 
out of his abundant zeal for he knoweth not what, 

I; | hath been pleas'd to aſſure the world, that all 

L | their obligations to religion, and the neceſſity of 
Tz their obedience to the precepts of chriſtianity, 

3 which ariſe from the moral ſitneſs of the duties and 

= virtues which it recommends, and the relation 
> which we bear to a Deity, to our fellow-creatures, 
and our ſelves, which depend upon the nature and 
reaſon of things, which is eternally unalterable, nei- 

ther to be chang'd or deſiroyd by the caprice of 

men, nor by the arbitrary will of the Deity himſelf : 

yet I fay, that the certainty of theſe divine prin- 

ciples, atid the neceſſity of our conformity to 

them, depends upon an appointment and deſig- - 
nation of ſome whimſical and chimerical powers, 

in the hands of a particular ſet of men. Whe- 
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| 4 *I add this, becauſe if our author bath any meaning to 
— _ this expreſſion, had their precepts receiv'd no 1 he 
Fi muſt, I think, mean, had not the precepts, whic 


: the clergy 
, deliver to the people (which by the way are improperly call'd 


theirs, becauſe if they deliver none but what are agreeable 
to the will of Chriſt, and the rule of the Goſpel, they are 
te precepts of Chriſt, and not theirs) receiy'd the ſanction 
1 of divine authority. N T. 
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(6) 
ther by ſuch a conduct, and ſuch principles, our 
preacher hath promoted the cauſe of virtue in ge- 
neral, or hath recommended the chriſtian religion, 
and the conſtitution of our church in particular, 
which in their nature and tendency they are inconſiſt- 
ent with, and directly contrary to, I leave to the 
impartial world to determine. 

What he immediately adds, is not indeed a con- 
firmation of what he hath ſaid, a thing that is falſe, 
being, for that reaſon, incapable of a confirmation 


but our Author points out his meaning, in yet 


ſtronger terms, by adding A voluntary choice 
might indeed recommend, or a diſcretionary 


„ power would perhaps naturally enforce its doc- 


<* trines ; but an abſolute neceſſity of actual obe- 
* dience would be entirely cancell'd.“ A volun- 
tary choice recommending, and a diſcretionary power 


naturally enforcing, are certainly flowers of Univer- 


fity-rhetorick ; perhaps indeed peculiar to the 
fellows of Exon College. I ſuppoſe our author 
means, that if there were no diſpenſers authorized 
to inſtruct us in our holy religion, yet that ſome 
perſons would chooſe to be virtuous, and others 


from prudential conſiderations would conform to 


its precepts and doctrines ; but yet that upon the 


above-mention'd ſuppoſition, an abſolute neceſſity 
of actual obedience would be entirely cancell'd. 


What! not only cancell'd, but entirely cancelPd ; 


in the former paragraph he only told us, that ex- 


cept diſpenſers were authorized, all the powerful ob- 
"tations to religion would be precarious and uncer- 
tain: but upon ſecond thoughts, I imagine, that 
appear*d too favourable ; wherefore he now adds, 
that the neceſſity of our obedience would be en- 

tirely cancell'd. 3 
And by way of illuſtration, our orator tells us, 
That 1 harſh and more ſevere precepts of 
«* chriſtia- 


0 


e 


« chriſtianity would eaſily find too good a friend 
« jn our corrupted natures to be rightly obſery'd 
% and embraced.” In my opinion, the words 


' themſelves carry their own reaſon along with 


them; the har/þ and more ſevere precepts of re- 
ligion, for that very reaſon, and becauſe our na- 
tures are corrupted, are not rightly embrac*'d and 
obſerv'd by us; but then this doth by no means 
follow, which our preacher intimates to us, from 
the want of authoriz'd and commiſſion*d diſpenſers ; 
for the ſuppoſition- of ſuch authoriz'd diſpenſers 
would be of no ſervice to us in the preſent caſe ; 
for without all doubt, theſe Hharſh and ſevere pre- 
cepts would find the ſame good friend in our cor- 


rupted natures, whether we had a divinely com- 


miſſion*d miniſtry or not: neither will the odd 


and fanciful obſervation which is immediately ſub- 


Joined clear up this matter at all, 

And tho Mr. B. doth conceive, (wondrous mo- 
deſt ) that the truth of the above aſſertions are too 
plainly evident to be deny'd ; yet for fear others 
ſhould not conceive in the manner that he doth, 
he is pleas'd to quicken and promote their conception 
with a familiar obſervation, ©** That the moſt pro- 

per advices, the moſt prudent counſels, the 
moſt uſeful admonitions, unleſs given by a per- 

ſon who has a warrantable right of admoniſh- 
ing, and an unconteſted power of inſtructing, 
are commonly look*d upon as unſeaſonable, 
trifling, and impertinent.” From hence our 
preacher would infer, that except the clergy had a 


4 


warrantable right of admoniſhing, and an uncon- 


teſted power of inſtructing, their preaching would 


be look d upon as unſeaſonable, trifling, and imper- 
tinent. 


And really, if I may ſpeak my own opinion of 
this matter, I don't apprehend that the caſe _—_ 
% muc 


$; 
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much at preſent for tho they are allow'd to have 


a warrantable right, and an unconteſted power of 


inſtructing, yet I fear their diſcourſes are generally 
eſttem'd, and if manag'd in the ſame manner as 
our preacher*s,very deſervedly, unſeaſonable, trifling, 
and impertinent. 8 
But becauſe Mr. B. conceives that this obſer- 
vation confirms the truth of his aſſertions, it may 
not be improper to enquire into its nature and 
pertinence. 
It is certainly a very juſt remark, that when a 
perſon unasked interferes in the common affairs of 
life, we generally think him impertinent, and his 
advice unſeaſonable; but then this will not, as I ap- 
prehend, be of any ſervice to Mr. B's cauſe ; for 
if we aſk or deſire the advice, I think then we very 
ſeldom, (I am ſure we ought, never) eſteem it 
unſeaſonable or impertinent ; nay, I doubt not, but 
ſucha requeſt would be look*d upon by any perſon, 
as a better warrant and power than any com miſſi- 
on or warrant which another forward to give his 
advice ſhould pretend to from Heaven: But our 
preacher's obſervation muſt be enlarged, in order 
to do him any ſervice, for as it now ſtands it 
anſwers no end; he muſt obſerve fariher, that the 
advices and counſels of a perſon who hath a War- 
rantable right of admoniſhing, are (and for that rea- 
ſon, I mean, becauſe he hath ſuch right) well re- 
ceiv'd, are eſteem'd ſeaſonable and pertinent; and 


in the caſe before us, that this warrantable right 


cannot be as well given by the people who are to 
be inſtructed, as by divine appointment, i. e. he 
muſt obſerve, that of two perſons, the one of 
which hath his powers from the people, who are to 
be inſtructed, who authorize and pay him for fo 
doing; and of the other, who pretends a divine 
commiſſion to teach: I ſay, he muſt obſerve, that 


the 
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(9) 
the iuſtructions of the former are reckon'd unſea- 
ſonable and impertinent, and thoſe of the latter at. 
tended with ſucceſs. Except Mr. B. is pleaſed to 
obſerve thus much, his obſervation might as well 
have been ſpar'd; for as it now ſtands, to uſe his 
own words, it is unſeaſonable, trifling and imper- 
tinent. | 

Our preacher adds, The truths themſelves, 
* how important ſoever, are generally neglected, 
and he that too zealouſly propagates them is, 
<* not always undeſervedly, ill treated.” This, I 
1 think, is very oddly expreſs'd, for who would ima- 
= gine that by 700 zealouſly, ſhould be meant perſons 


© not authorized? He goes on, But what if noiſ 

vi * and impudent pretenders are juſtly puniſh*d, for 
E preſumptuouſly arrogating to themſelves a claim 
to which divine laws have never given, and to 
Þ * which human laws can never give any title?“ 1 


am ſomewhat at a loſs to know who are theſe noiſy 
and impudent pretenders ; it muſt certainly refer to 
thoſe in the former ſentence who 4% zealou/ly pro- 
pagated unſeaſonable truths, but then J think it is 
ſtrangely connected : in the former ſentence they 
are ill treated for propagating truth 700 zealoufly, in 
this truly, tho he certainly means the very ſame 
perſons, and thoſe guilty of the very fame crimes, 
yet they are juſtly puniſb'd for ars gating a claim 
10 which divine laws have never given, and hu- 
man laws never can give them a title, But what, 
Pray, is this mighty claim, for the arrogating of 
which theſe perſons are puniſh'd, and to which di- 
vane laws havenot, and human laws never can give 

a title? All the claim already mention'd, and to 
which this can poſſibly refer, 1s that of ſome per- 
ſions inſtructing others without a warrantable right; 
* anditiscertainly ſomewhat very ſtrange and unac- 
ceountable, that human laws cannot give a perſon a 
= Cc right 
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right of this nature. That divine laws have never 


given noiſy and impudent pretenders any title to teach 


and inſtruct others, I am indeed very ready to ac- 
knowledge; and this makes me inclinable to be- 
lieve, that our preacher*s miniſtry is of men, and 


not of God, | 


After this, our orator goes on in a very mov- 
ing and pathetick ſtrain, ro lament and mourn o- 
ver © {ome venerable perſons, who have an un- 
% deniable right, an undoubted authority, a legal 


% commiſſion, to teach and inſtruct, to reprove 
and exhort, to direct and govern.” He hath 
not told us who theſe venerable perſons are, but 


whoever they are, I can't ſee any reaſon we ſhould 


pity em, for it ſeems they are © the angels of 
God's church, the ſtars in his right hand, and 
have a power ſuperior to * angels and arch- 
angels themſelves ;* and doubtleſs, theſe won- 


derful privileges and powers are able to ſupport 
them under all their calamity and diſtreſs. 
But what is it that theſe venerable perſons have 


an undoubted right to? it is, he tells us, to teach 


and inſtruct, to reprove and exhort, and at laſt 
comes out, to direct and govern ; which is, I fear, 
the grand ſecret and main ſpring of this mighty 
machine which gives motion to all its parts : In the 
former pages we had never a word about govern- 
ment, tho were it not for the ſake of this, I ima- 
gine we ſhould not have heard any thing about 
warrantable powers to admoniſh, teach and inſtrutt : 


doubt not, theſe venerable perſons would have 


been very eaſy in their demands of ſuch a power 
as the latter, and the people as eaſy in the grant 


tt 
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* 


with the 


of 


* I think our preacher ſhould have acquainted us 
nature of this power, and wherein it conſiſts, 
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(41) 
of it; but when once they come to talk about go- 
vernment, and preſumptuouſly arrogare a claim to 
which neither divine nor human laws ever gave 
them a title, no wonder then that they meer with 
that ſcorn and contempt which our Preacher la- 
ments in ſuch a moving ſtrain. But it ſeems he is 


not willing barely to lament and deplore their hard 


and unhappy fate; no, he thinks it not unſ-aſo- 
nable to vindicate their miſſion, to prove their 
authority, and magnify their office; and 1 


think it not unſeaſonable to ſee how he hath ac- 


quitted himſelf. | 

He begins with endeavouring to demonſtrate 
(wondrous modeſty !) * Firſt, that God has inſti- 
o tuted and eſtabliſh'd a miniſtry by Chriſt and his 
<< apoſtles, to act between himſelf and mankind, 
in the great and important affair of their ſalva- 
«© non.” : 5 

He begins the proof hereof with a remark, that 
there have been prieſts in all ages and nations, and 


that theſe prieſts were conſtantly look*d upon, 


a pious ſenſe, as ſucceſsful * mediators between G 
and Men. . 


It is indeed a truth too great to be deny*d, and 


at the ſame time a melancholy inſtance of the 


degeneracy of the human mind, that in almoſt all 
ages and nations of the world there have been ſome 
perſons of an infamous character; who, to carry 
on ſome mean and baſe deſigns, to promote their 
own intereſt, vanity and pride, have taken advan- 


— 


* A very odd expreſſion in a chriſtian divine; for tho our 
great high. prieſt and author of our holy religion is ſtiled the 
mediator between God and men, yet to apply this character to 
the prieſthood, and call it a pious ſenſe, is an inſtance of un- 
common vanity and weakneſs, not to call it worſe, 
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tage of the weakneſs and ignorance of their fellow- 
creatures; and it's not improbable to ſuppoſe, ſome- 
times under the particular direction and aſſiſtance 
af their maſter the devil, whoſe ſervants they were, 
and whoſe proper work and buſineſs they were doing, 
have put in practice all poſſible and plauſible arts 
to impoſe upon the judgment and imagination of = 
mankind, and vainly pretended to greater degrees 
of favour with the Deity, or ſome imaginary ſu- 
perior Beings, and under that pretence have ſeduc'd 
their reſpective followers and admirers into groſs 
and ſcandalous errors, unworthy of men or of rea- 
ſonable Beings ; inſomuch that they forfeited their 
proper character, and acted far beneath the rank 
and dignity of intelligent creatures, by an abject 
and ſervile ſubmiſſion of their reaſon and underſtand- 
ing to the guidance and direction of their prieſts, 
and by a conformity to all their filly trumpery and 
ridiculous rites, under the falſe and equally fooliſh 
notion of religion towards the Gods. This hath 
been the conſtant buſineſs, this the true character 
of thoſe prieſts which our orator refers to: but why 
he hath thought proper to bring this miſerable 
ſtate and condition of mankind into our view, 
except it be to raiſe our abhorrence againſt thoſe 
vile ſeducers, and their ſucceſſors in the office, I 
can't poſſibly imagine; for this, I hope, is far 
from being a proof, that prie/ts are of a divine ap- 
Joint ment; not only far from being a direct proof, 
but likewiſe far from adding the leaſt force or 
ſtrength to his argument. „ 
But having done with theſe, our preacher pro- 
ceeds to tell us, that the true religion hath had 
its miniſters, if not from the beginning of the 
world, yet certainly from the patriarchal ages, and 
that the prieſthood was lodg'd in the firſt- born, 
which he would inſinuate as an argument of its 
dignity; 


Fs  - 


| dignity or as he hath expreſs'd it, that he dignity 


of it was reputed very great. In the preceding 


ſection he tells us, that it was the buſineſs of the 


prieſts, to teach, exhort, and inſtru, and here, 


oh admirable diſcovery ! he ſays the prieſthood 
was lodg'd in the“ firſt-born, ſo that they were 


kings and prieſts at the ſame time; and from hence 
he draws his argument for its dignity. I wonder 
much who our preacher would have to teach 
and inſtruct his family, but irs maſter or head; 
ought not he therefore who is its king, to be its 
prieſt? Certainly none is ſo fit and proper for that 
office ; which, in my opinion, entirely deſtroys his 
curious argument. 5 its dignity, which perhaps 


he was conſcious of: for tho he ſays, from hence it 


doth manifeſtly appear ; yet he immediately adds, but 
be this as it will; intimating, as one would imagine, 
that no great ſtreſs ought to be laid on it; and if 
he 1s content thus eaſily to yield up his own argu- 


ments, I ſee no reaſon why I ſhould be concern'd 


for them : wherefore let us attend to what follows, 


which is, That the office was really executed, 


and that to no inſignificant purpoſe, that its 
*© threats were neither look*d upon as mere nice- 
ties or dreams, nor its cenſures eſteem'd as alto- 
«© gether vain and ineſfectual, is; I think, indiſputa- 
* bly certain from the famous ſtory of Abraham 
and Abimelech.” The office as he before de- 
{crib'd it, was to teach and exhort, but by this 


CC 


which immediately follows, it ſeems to be of a 


different and contrary nature, for he talks of 


—— — 
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* I ſuppoſe our preacher means the maſter of the family, for 


it's hardly to be imagined that the firſt-born was King of the fa- 


mily while his father was living; or that after his deceaſe he 
was king in the family of his brethren, chats 


threats 


rn r- — 4 


7 — I IO 
De ee eee 


UG I REES” ²˙ m I IE EO TEE RR 


_ — WWW w op vey pes te er M27 2 re 


_m re Wwe oo oe ez. oc 


rand 


threats and cenſures. But he hath abus'd Abraham, 


and perverted the Scripture in a moſt ſcandalous 
manner, in the inſtance which he hath made choice 
of, as a divine proof of the truth of his poſition ; 


for if Abraham as a prieſt, did threaten and cenſure 
Abimelech, in the inſtance before us, he too much, I. 


fear, reſembled ſome prieſts of our days, and was 
without all doubt a very wicked prieſt for ſo doing; 
for Abimelech had the teſtimony of the Deity him- 
ſelf, that what he did was done in the integrity of 
his heart; ſee the 6th verſe of the ſame 2oth of 
Geneſis, which our author himſelf quotes: nay, if 
we more narrowly examine the hiſtory, and con- 
ſider it according to the account which our preacher 
hath given us of the prieſthood, he ſeems entirely 
to have miſtaken the character of the perſons ; 
for Abimelech ſeems to be the prieſt, and not Abra- 
ham: however he certainly aſſum'd the office in 
reproving Abraham; for he tells him in the 9th 
verſe, he did deeds which he ought not to have 
done, which was undoubtedly true. I hope when 
our preacher is diſpos'd to favour us with another 
ſermon on the divine inſtitution of the prieſthood, 
he will pleaſe to review this inſtance. 

In the mean time, as tho he was ſenſible that 


this inſtance was nothing to the purpoſe, he tells 


us, that it will be more fully confirm'd, by the 
„ conſideration of Noah's bleſſing Shem, and curſing 
* Canaan ; of Iſaac's bleſſing Jacob, and of Fa- 


.** cots authoritatively diſpenſing his paternal be- 


* nedictions to his children.” If it be confirm'd 
at all by theſe inſtances, I very readily agree with 


him, that it will be more fully confirm'd by the 


latter than the former ; tho, I muſt confeſs, I am 
utterly at a loſs to know what the patriarchs bleſ- 
fing or curſing their children hath to do with the 
prieſthood, except it be that our orator would inſi- 
nuate, 
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nuate, that our prieſts have the ſame powers now, 
that the patriarchs had then; and when Mr. B 
or his brethren can give an inſtance of this their 
power, when we have reaſon not to look upon 
their threats as mere niceties and dreams, or not to 
eſteem their cenſures altogether vain and ine fectual, 
then, and not till then J fanſy, will mankind be- 
ilieve their divine inſtitution, in the ſenſe in which 
be contends for it. But to keep up the ſhew and 
appearance of an argument, our preacher” adds, 
„ ſolemnly to pronounce a benediction in the 
© name of the Lord Jehovah; is a full and un- 
d doubted act of authority, and can never be valid 
without an expreſs commiſſion from God.” 
> What he means by this I profeſs I know not, nor 
indeed is it very material. How the pronunciation 
of a bleſſing, which muſt be either praying God 
to bleſs, or elſe a declaration that he will bleſs, 
can in any tolerable propriety of ſpeech, becalPd 
an undoubted act of authority, is what I can by no 

means comprehend ; thol eaſily imagine, that none 
: can truly declare that the divine Being will bleſs 
any particular perſon, either in general or in any 
Particular inſtance, except he hath receiv*d an ex- 
preſs commiſſion to make ſuch a declaration: 
but what then ? to what purpoſe hath our orator 
aaſſerted this, and in ſo pompous and rhetorical a 
fſtrain ? the reaſon, if we are to have any, is ſtill 
| behind, which is uſher'd in with a * now that 
n theſe bleſſings and theſe curſes were really mi- 
-— EE nifſterial acts, and muſt be abſolutely conſider'd 
as ſuch, is plain even to demonſtration ; be- 
cauſe when they were once deliver'd, it was not 
in the power of him by whom they were pub- 
liſh'd, tho ever ſo willing, or ever ſo paſſionate- 

ly deſirous, to reverſe or alter them.” What 
our orator means by calling theſe miniſterial 
| acts, 
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acts, where the whole ſtreſs of the affair lies, 
is hard to determine; the nature of his argu- 
ment requires him to mean, that they are /uch' 
alls as are peculiar and confined to the office of the 
prieſthood; but then the reaſon which he adds is 
ſo far from making this matter plain even to de- 
monſtration, that it makes it neither plain nor pro- 
bable, nor doth he mention any medium to prove 


it by: and there is neither reaſoning nor connection 


in his argument; for it doth not by any means 
appear, that becauſe the perſon pronouncing tbe 
bleſſing could not reverſe it, that therefore he acted 
in the character of a prieſt. It's true, indeed, this 
act may in a proper ſenſe be calPd minifterial, i. e. 
that the perſon who pronounc'd the bleſſing, did 
not act, as we may ſay, in propria perſona, but as 
the miniſter of another, and as the publiſher of the 


divine will; which indeed is ſufficiently prov'd by 


the reaſon which our Preacher gives, that it was 
not in his power to alter or reverſe the bleſſing ; 
but then what can be inferr'd from hence? or 


what relation doth this bear to the prieſthood? 


In the former ſenſe of the word, his reaſon is no 
manner of proof; in the latter, tho it be a proof, 


* 


yet it's nothing to the purpoſe. 


But moreover, if theſe acts were entirely nini- 
ſterial, and it was not in the power of the pub- 
liſber to alter the bleſſing, how can this be call'd 
an undoubted act of authority ? how doth it argue 
either power or authority, to deliver or publiſh the 
vill of the divine Being, in any particular inſtance z 

doth not depend upon 
its being publiſh'd or declar'd; for if it could not 
be alter'd after it was publiſh'd, there doth not 
ſeem to be the leaſt reaſon to ſuppoſe it would 
nor equally have taken place, if it never had been 


which will, as to its effects, 


publiſh*d : but ſuppoſe we grant our author 


more 


r 


3 
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the will and deſign of the ſupreme Being, Tſaac's 


7 © 
more than he defires, that the fate of the perſon 
did in ſome meaſure depend upon the pronuncia- 
tion of theſe bleſſings and curſings, the divine Be- 


ing having regard to theſe in the diſpenſations of 
his providence towards the particular perſons thus 


bleſſed or curſed, which I think ſeems not impro- 
bable from the hiſtory of the patriarchs; but 
then this, which muſt be allow'd to be an un- 


doubted act of authority, a power of a ſuperior 


nature to any thing which our Preacher contends 
for, who reſolves all this power into 20 power at 
all, viz. the publiſhing and delivering the bleſſing, 
hath not the leaſt reference to the prieſthood, or 
our Preacher's argument. | 

The true ſtate of this affair is, that the patriarchs 
were favour'd, by the divine Being, with a privi- 
lege, which none ſince them ſeem to have enjoy'd 
in ſo great a latitude, of bleſſing or curſing their 
immediate deſcendants ; but that this power ex- 


_ tended to other indifferent perſons, doth by no 


means appear; and ſomething analogous to this ob- 
tains amongſt us even at this day, which hath given 


riſe to that common and well known ſaying, that 


the curſe of a parent falls heavy: but then in ſe- 
veral inſtances this ought not to be conſider*d un- 
der the character of a power, but rather as a mere 
privilege only, of foreſeeing and declaring the di- 
vince counſel and will. God ab origine deſign'd to 
bleſs Jacob, for Jacob, ſays he, have I loved, and 
Eſau have I Hated, even before they were born, or 
had a being; it was therefore upon all accounts 
neceſſary, that by ſome means or other Jacob ſhould 
have the bleſſing of his father; for if the patriarch 
had actually bleſſed Eſau, as this was contrary to 


bleſſing would have been vain and ineſfectual, and 
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would never have been confirm'd by God. * | 
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bly therefore to this privilege, granted to the 
patriarchs by the divine Being, of bleſſing their 
offspring, ſome peculiar circumſtances in that affair 
Procur'd the declaration of the bleſſing in favour 
of Jacob, the perſon deſign'd to be bleſs'd by 


__. God. 
| | But what hath this privilege, peculiar to the pa- 
triarchs, and to them not as prie/ts but as perſons in 
a particular manner fayour'd by the divine Being, 
to do in the preſent caſe ? what reference hath this 
to the prieſt hood? what foundation is there, either 
in the nature of the thing, or in the holy writings, 
to imagine that they acted in the character and 
capacity of prieſts? or even ſuppoſing they did, 
yet where is the connection between them thus 
acting, and the divine inſtitution of a chriſtian 
Prieſthood in our days, which confeſſedly hath no 
powers of this or the like kind? I ſhall therefore 


leave it, with this farther remark only, that even 


in circumſtances of a leſſer and more indifferent 
nature, our preacher is miſtaken ; for I think it 
will puzzle him to give us an inſtance of any one, 
who after the bleſſing was publiſh'd, was paſſionate- 
ly deſirous to reverſe it; and if he can't, his poſi- 
tion, as it now ſtands, is very lame and defective. ' 
What he ſeems to refer to, is the affair between 
Laac and his ſons ; but it doth by no means ap- 
Pear, from their hiſtory in the holy writings, that 
* {ſaac was at all willing, much leſs paſſionately de- 
0] 3 | farous, 


1 2 5 - 2 


ft is indeed ſaid, that when I/aac diſcover'd how he had 


been impos'd upon by Jacob, and that he had given him the 


bleſſing, which he deſign'd for Eſau, that he trembled ex- 
- Ceedingly ; but this is no argument of his deſire, nor indeed 
| doth it at all appear, that it was his deſire, after Jacob had 
j the bleſſing, to reverſe or alter it, but rather the GP 3 
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(19) 
firous, after he had given Jacob the bleſſing, to re- 
verſe it. Eſau was indeed paſſionately deſirous to 
have it revers'd, but certainly there muſt be allow'd 
to be a vaſt difference between the father and ſon. 
But this is not the firſt inſtance our Preacher hath 
given us, that he is above conſulting his Bible. 
But our Preacher not willing to dwell on the 
<< ſcanty beginnings of a religious miniſtry,” (tho, 
by the way, according to his own account, theſe 
beginnings were not ſo very ſcanty) and I having 


as little inclination to dwell there as he, will very 


contentedly follow him to thoſe brighter times, 
when our bleſſed Lord “ founded and eſtabliſt'd 
that church, which, our Preacher aſſures us, all 
* men muſt enter into, who will be entitled to 
the benefits of Chriſt's incarnation, paſſion and 
* reſurrection.” I profeſs he is once more got 
above my reach ; if he had been ſo good to tell 
us. what he meant by entring into that church, or 
whether he meant joining in communion with the 
preſent eſtabliſh'd church, which by the rant that 
follows I ſhreudly ſuſpect, I could then have given 
ſome anſwer to it; but till he is pleas'd to ex- 
plain himſelf, I muſt e'en leave it as I found it. 
He then proceeds to acquaint us with the me- 
thods which our Lord made uſe of in the eſta- 
bliſhing his kingdom, which he doth in a pompous 
and rhetorical ſtrain ; but if leſs regard had been 
had to this, and a greater to the ſenſe and mean- 
ing of the words, it might have been altogether 
as well. In one line he tells us, that “ our Lord's 
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for we are told, in the following chapter, that at a time when 
there doth not appear to be any occaſion for it (Jacob having 
already had the bleſſing, and Iſaac had told Eſaw, that by 
virtue of that bleſſing he mou be bleſſed) I ſay, we are there 
told that Iſaac called Jacob and bleſſed him. 
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“ divine miſſion was fully confirm'd by his ſur- 
“ prizing miracles ;* and in the next he adds, 
© that the great ſeal of Heaven gave an authen- 
* tick teſtimony to what he did :** where, tho the 
expreſſion 1s different, and he would be thought to 
convey a different idea to his audience, yet cer- 
ta inly he means one and the ſame individual thing: 


but after this follows, what every one who hath 
read the hiſtory of our Lord in the holy goſpels 


muſt know to be falſe, that he was glorify'ꝰd by 


„ all that heard him.” Afterwards he acquaints- 


us, that Chriſt made choice of his apoſtles to 
preach his goſpel to mankind, and that after they 
Fad receiv'd their commiſſion, he tells us, that 
* they reſpectively propagated their uniform doc- 
< trines, and impoſed the obſervance of them upon 


all chriſtian converts, as abſolutely neceſſary to 


* falvation.” Theſe are ſome of our orator's 
flowers, which, in my opinion, need a ſmall expla- 
nation; for what thoſe uniform doctrines were, 
the obſervance of which were impos'd on the 
chriſtian converts, as abſolutely neceſſary to ſalva- 
tion, is ſomewhat hard to determine. The man- 
ner of his expreſſion ſeems to refer to thoſe doc- 


trines of our holy religion which are the articles | 
of a chriſtian's faith or belief, ſeparate from his 


practice; and then theſe uniform doctrines muſt be 
reduc'd to this /ing/e one of the divine miſſion, or 
Meſſiahſhip of Chriſt. »y 


After he hath given us a relation. of the acts of 


he apoſtles in the firſt planting and ſettlement of 


the chriſtian churches, he comes to ©. and laſtly, 


to keep up a lawful ſucceſſion of men qualify*d 


*© to adorn and explain the doctrines of that great 
* and glorious High Prieſt, God their Saviour, in 
all things; and that none might profanely in- 
* trude into the ſanctuary of our Lord, or facri- 
N 8 « legioufly 
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% legiouſly invade the altar of God, they confti- 
« tute and ordain officers in ſuch a regular ſubor- 
% dination, as ſhould be moſt effectual to preſerve 


a laſting eſtabliſhment of peace and good go- 


« yernment in the church of Chriſt, which was 
<« to continue till all its faithful members ſhould 
ebe triumphantly receiv'd up into glory.” He 
ſeems to have reſery*d this to the laſt, as being 
the moſt important and material action of the 
apoſtles, and certainly in his preſent argument all 
that goes before is unſeaſonable, trifling and imper- 


tinent. But that we may have a clear and juſt no- 


tion of his argument, (for by the way he hath 
aim'd at none before) let us add what immediately 
follows, which is ** o, the adverſaries of our 
church, may then, if they pleaſe, be inform'd, 
or rather fully convinc'd, that from hence it is 
we receive our power, from hence we claim our 
authority, from hence we derive our rommiſſion, 
and from hence alſo, in a very juſtifiable ſenſe, 
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we ſufficiently prove our uninterrupted ſuc- 
5. colon.” -* - | 5 LG 


Here is a great ſhow of words, and by his now 
then ſomewhat like the appearance of an argu- 
ment; but really there is nothing but a mere 
empty ſhadow, without the ſubſtance. He ſays the 
apoſtles ordain'd officers in the chriſtian churches : 
and what then? what have theſe officers to do 
with government and authority ? or how doth it ap- 
pear, that becauſe the apoſtles ordain'd them, that 
they were to ordain others? This our Preacher 
ought to have prov'd, either out of the hol 
writings, or from the nature and deſign of the 
office; the only proof, which in the nature of the 
thing, the point in debate is capable of: but I 
imagine, that he was conſcious of his want of 
proof; for which reaſon he thought it proper to 
| 5 | _ ſubſtitute 
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| Il ſubſtitute ſome bold aſſertions to ſupply the place 
1 of evidenee. The truth is, as it was inconſiſteut 
00 with the deſign of the apoſtles conſtantly to reſide 
$1008 any where, when they left any particular place, 
1410 where they had met with ſucceſs in making many 
| I} | converts to the religion of Chriſt, they thought 
1 proper to make choice of ſome perſons to ſupply 
0 their place in their abſence, to teach and inſtruct 
10 # their brethren, and confirm them in the principles 
thi + = of their holy religion; but that they conferr'd any 
With power or authority upon theſe perſons, as our 
Ae Preacher would ſeem to intimate, doth by no 
Ji | means appear: or that they had a right- of ap- q 
— pointing perſons to ſucceed them in their office, 3 
110 zs very unlikely ; for tho great regard was paid % 
JH by the primitive chriſtians, .to the judgment of 2 
110 the apoſtles, and for a very good reaſon, becauſe 1 
WH they were divinely inſpir'd, yet it doth not from * 
UN hence follow, that equal regard was paid to thoſe 
0 who ſucceeded them. It is not improbable, for the 
reaſons juſt mention*d, that they ſhould apply to 
the apoſtles, to make choice of a fit perſon to 
teach and inſtruct them; and no wonder likewiſe, 1 
that the apoſtles ** compos'd differences, deter- 
% min*d controverſies, receiv*d accufations, pu 
« niſh'd offenders, and cenſur'd the ſcandalous ;** l 
but if the ſame ſpirit reſted not upon their ſuc- 
ceſſors, where is the reaſon that the ſame regard 
ſhould be paid them? The people, no doubt, 
„were as proper judges, and in ſome ſenſe more 


ſo, who were the fitteſt perſons to ſupply the place 

of the immediate ſucceſſors of the apoſtles, and 
were as capable to give them a power to teach and 
inſtruct them, as their predeceſſors in that office: 
nay, it's undeniably certain, that no predeceſſor 7? 
could commiſſion his ſucceſſor, to teach = - A 
ru 


6 
ſtruct any particular church, without the churches 
concurrence and approbation. 3 
But ſuppoſe we ſhould grant our orator, that it 
was cuſtomary for the miniſters of the goſpel, and 
them only, to examine all ſuch as were candidates 
for that office, and upon their being fatisfy*d of 
their abilities to teach and inſtruct others, to give 
them in an improper ſenſe, a formal order to execute 
it: yet what mighty ſervice would this conceſſion 
do his cauſe? or what reaſon have we to imagine 
that this cuſtom had its riſe from a divine inſtitution, 

when another more probable and natural cauſe may 
be aſſign'd for it: fer it is not at all unlikely, that 
the people might judge it neceſſary, that the abi- 
Ilities of ſuch candidates ſhould be inquir'd into, 

and who more competent judges of this than their 
teachers? it may therefore be very eaſily ſuppos'd, 
that they left this affair entirely to them : but if 
they made an ill uſe hereof, and by their orders 
pretended to confer any power or authority, in a 


ſtrict and proper ſenſe of the word, which the per- 
ſon had not prior to ſuch their order, they abus'd 
) and deceiv*d both themſelves and the people; for 
5 what foundation is there for this? or what poſſible 
rreaſon can be aſſign'd; why theſe perſons had 
6 not the ſame power and authority to teach and 
inſtruct mankind, before, as after they receiv'd 
- = thisorder ; certainly the very ſame, with this diffe- 
d MF rence only, that probably the people without this 
t, approbation of their miniſters, would not be e- 
2 qually diſpos'd to attend to their inſtructions: and 


flif the continuation of that ceremony of the laying 
en of bands, which obtain'd in the firſt ages of the 

0 church, led people into this error, it was conti- 
= nmu'd to very ill purpoſe. We grant indeed that the 
or Holy Gboft was conferr*d by laying on of hands, 
105 but when the Holy Ghoſt was no longer * 
5 5 | dhe 


( 22 ) 
ſubſtitute ſome bold aſſertions to ſupply the place 
of evidenee. The truth is, as it was inconſiſteut 
with the deſign of the apoſtles conſtantly to reſide 
any where, when they left any particular place, 
where they had met with ſucceſs in making many 
converts to the religion of Chriſt, they thought 
proper to make choice of ſome perſons to ſupply 
their place in their abſence, to feach and inſtruct 
their brethren, and confirm them in the principles 
of their holy religion; but that they conferr'd any 


Power or authority upon theſe perſons, as our 


Preacher would ſeem to intimate, doth by no 
means appear: or that they had a right of ap- 
pointing perſons to ſucceed them in their office, 
is very unlikely; for tho great regard was paid 
by the primitive chriſtians, to the judgment of 
the apoſtles, and for a very good reaſon, becauſe 


they were divinely inſpir'd, yet it doth not from 


hence follow, that equal regard was paid to thoſe 
who ſucceeded them. It is not improbable, for the 
reaſons juſt mention*d, that they ſhould apply to 
the apoſtles, to make choice of a fit perſon to 
teach and inſtruct them; and no wonder likewiſe, 
that the apoſtles ** compos'd differences, deter- 
* min'd controverſies, receiv'd accuſations, pu- 


* niſh'd offenders, and cenſur'd the ſcandalous ;** 


but if the ſame ſpirit reſted not upon their ſuc- 


ceſſors, where is the reaſon that the ſame regard 


ſhould be paid them? The people, no doubt, 


were as proper judges, and in ſome ſenſe more 


| Fo, who were the fitteſt perſons to ſupply the place 
of the immediate ſucceſſors of the apoſtles, and 


were as capable to give them a power to teach and 


inſtruct them, as their predeceſſors in that office; 
nay, it's undeniably certain, that no predeceſſor 
could commiſſion his ſucceſſor, to teach and in- 
_ FV 
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ſtruct any particular church, without the churches 
concurrence and approbation. 1 24 775 
But ſuppoſe we ſhould grant our orator, that it 
was cuſtomary for the miniſters of the goſpel, and 
them only, to examine all ſuch as were candidates 
for that office, and upon their being ſatisfy'd of 
their abilities to teach and inſtruct others, to give 
them in an improper ſenſe, a formal order to execute 
It : yet what mighty ſervice would this conceſſion 
do his cauſe ? or what reaſon have we to imagine 
that this cuſtom had its riſe from a divine inſtitution, 
when another more probable and natural cauſe may 
be aſſign'd for it: "4 it is not at all unlikely, that 
the people might judge it neceſſary, that the abi- 
lities of ſuch candidates ſhould be inquir'd into, 
and who more competent judges of this than their 
teachers ? it may therefore be very eaſily ſuppos'd, 
that they left this affair entirely to them : but if 
they made an ill uſe hereof, and by their orders 
pretended to confer any power or authority, in a 
ſtrict and proper ſenſe of the word, which the per- 
; fon had not prior to ſuch their order, they abus'd 
” and deceiy*d both themſelves and the people; for 
what foundation is there for this? or what poſſible 
reaſon can be afſign'd ; why theſe perſons: had 
not the ſame power and authority to teach and 2 
inſtruct mankind, before, as. after they receiv'd 
this order ; certainly the very ſame, with this diffe- 
rence only, that probably the people without this 
approbation of their miniſters, would not be e- 
qually diſpos'd to attend to their inſtructions : and 
if the continuation of that ceremony of the /aying 
on of bands, which obtain'd in the firſt ages of the 
church, led people into this error, it was conti- 
nu'd to very ill purpoſe. We grant indeed that the 
Holy Ghoft was conferr'd by laying on of hands, 
but when the Holy Ghoſt was no longer at 
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the laying on of hands, was a mere form, and inſig- 


nificant ceremony; and if any was ſo weak to ima- 


gine, that by the continuance of this rite, any powers 
Pere conferr'd, it would have been much better, 


that it had been entirely laid aſide, better, when 
the ſubſtance was gone, that the ſhadow had in like 
manner vaniſh'd and diſappear'd; and if it had, 
poſſibly our Preacher, would not have been fo miſ- 
taken about the imaginary power and authority of 
the prieſthood, But ſuppoſe we grant our author 


all that he can deſire of us, I much queſtion whe- _ 
ther he will ever be able to make his argument bear; 


for tho we ſhould allow it to be the will of our 


Lord, that none ſhould publiſh his law but thoſe 


whom he appointed, and thar they and they only 
appoint their ſucceſſors, and ſo on to the end of 
time; yet J fear, notwithſtanding what our orator 


ſays, that © from hence, in a very juſtifiable ſenſe, 


<« we ſufficiently prove our uninterrupted ſucceſ- 


<* ſion, (a manner of expreſſion I don't very well 


underftand) that he will be at a great loſs to prove 
his uninterrupted ſucceſſion; for if one link of this 
long chain ſhould happen to be broke, and ſtrange 
if in ſeventeen centurys it hath nor been broke at 


Jeaſt ſeventeen times; down goes chriſtianity and 
our holy rehgion at once. I admire our Preacher 
ſhould place his own power and authority upon ſuch 


a weak and fandy foundation, for it's certainly very 


improbable, that he hath deriv'd his powers in an 


uninterrupted ſucceſſion from the apoſtles. 


Our Preacher proceeds to acquaint us, that we 
have the very fame miniftry, that was eſtabliſh'd 


in the apoſtles days, which, ſays he, © is plain even 
to demonſtration, becauſe the firſt writers are 
* ſilent about any new or different inſtitution :*? 
but this is a very odd way of demonſtration as ever 


was heard of, their filence about any new or dif- 


ferent 
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ferent inſtitution doth by no means demonſtrate 
that there was none; for tho the remark may poſ- 
ſibly have ſome force in it, yet it can never amount 
to demonſtration. Or how doth Mr. B. know that 
no intimation hath been given us hereof in ſome 
writings that are loſt? But I wonder much why 
our Preacher ſhould refer us to councils, and the 
authority of fathers on this head ; for if it was the 
will of our Lord that theſe particular offices ſhould 
obtain in his church, if he had laid that ſtreſs on 
them which our Preacher ſeems to do, without all 
doubt we ſhould have had an expreſs declaration of 
this in the holy writings, the only rule of a chriſtian's 
faith and obedience, with a particular deſcription 
of the nature of their reſpective offices, and the 
proper boundaries and limits of the one in contra- 
diſtinction to the other: but to make uſe of our 
author's words, with a ſmall variation, to which I 
think I have much the beſt right, Theſe being 
entirely ſilent in this affair, it amounts to demon- 
« ſtration, that the three orders of Eccleſiaſticks 
C we now have, were never inſtituted by Chriſt and 
his holy apoſtles ;” but that this affair was left 
wholly indifferent by them, that chriſtians might 
hereafter make choice of ſuch officers as would beſt 
anſwer the end of religion, and at the ſame time 
ſhould be beſt ſuited to the different circumſtances 
of the ſeveral reſpective chriſtian churches and na- 

tions in the world. „ 
The paragraph which our orator adds to confirm 
his aſſertion, hath certainly ſomething in it very 
remarkable and uncommon, God forbid that he 
ſhould have many followers ; ©* That the truth of 
<« this, i. e. of the divine inſtitution of biſhops, 
e prieſts and deacons, ſtands upon the very ſame ba- 
« ſis, and is confirm'd by the very ſame arguments 
by which the authority of /cripture it ſelf is de- 
| FE « monſtrated.”” 
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& monſtrated. I leave this to our Preacher's ſeri- 
ous conſideration and review, without any remark. 

But to proceed, I think our author had much 
better have omitted the argument from the pro- 
miſcuous uſe of the terms, except he had given a 
more ſatisfactory anſwer to it; for it's certain and 
undeniabl-, that no argument can be drawn for 
diſtinc' offices from the uſe of different terms, if 
theſe different terms are promiſcuouſly uſed, and 
indifferently apply'd to theſe ſuppoſed different 
officers : I mean, that no argument from the men 
tion of the terms * Biſhop and Elder in the holy 
writings, (which, by the way, 1s the only argument 
made uſe of) is concluſive for a different order or 


office comprehended in and denoted by the different 


— 


* 
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* Perhaps the following inſtance may explain this matter z 
ſuppoſe there is mention made in any author of the terms 
Conſtable and Headborough, yet none, I believe, would ima- 
pine, that merely becauſe he made uſe of two words, that 

e meant two diſtin offices, but rather that he meant one and 
the ſame by both, if he made a promiſcuous uſe of the terms, 
and indifferently applied them to one and the ſame perſon, cal- 
ling him ſometimes a Conſtable, and ſometimes an Headborough : 
Neither can I imagine any ſo weak to think, that becauſe 
I ſometimes call Mr. B. an Orator, and ſometimes a Preacher, 
that I mean a different perſon or diftin& order; when it's cer- 
tain I make an indifferent and promiſcuous uſe of the terms, 
and apply 'em to the ſame individual perſon, 

But our author ſeems not to have apprehended the nature of 
the argument, or where the force of the objection lies, which 


doth not conſiſt in this only, that the promiſcuous uſe of the 


terms is a direct proof of the identity of the offices; but 
where the matter, which is the preſent caſe, is left unſettled 
and undetermin'd by the apoſtles, where we have no expreſs de- 
Claration that the offices are diff-rent or diſtin, nor any thing 
in the natu e f the thing which ſuppoſeth ſuch a difference, 
there no argument can be dawn from the uſe of two different 
terme, if theſe terms are allowed at the ſame time to be in- 


differently and promiſcuouſly uſed. 


terms, 


(ww) 
terms, when they are allow'd to be indifferently ap- 
ply*'d to the fame individual perſon ; ſo that he 
who is called an Elder, is called Biſhop, and vice 
WR 5 

But our Preacher not being diſpos'd critically to 
purſue this fruitful point, adds this unanſwer- 
able remark, < That what he hath advanced is 
* acknowledged by catholicks, by hereticks, by 
* ſchiſmaticks, by men of oppoſite intereſts, 
different ſentiments, and contrary parties, who 
have all agreed to acknowledge the fact, as be- 
ing inſuperably overcome by the native evidence 
of truth,” If what he hath advanced refers to the 
divine inſtitution of the three orders, which I think 
it ſeems to do; if Mr. B. hath aſſurance enough 
to aſſert this, there is nothing, I believe, but what 
he may prevail upon himſelf to fay. 

After what hath been already ſaid, I think it 
needleſs to remark upon the uſe which he hath 
made of the fathers ; tho probably if a narrow in- 
quiry was made into this affair, our Preacher 
might appear as fallen as St. Jerome, whom he is 
pleas'd to compliment with the character; I ſhall 
therefore beg leave to paſs on to his ſixteenth 
page, where, having once eftabliſh'd his power, 
he grows outragious, raves and rants in the moſt 
ſcandalous extravagant manner ; by virtue, ſays he 
of their divine miſſion, © the evangelical pri-ſt- 
* hood tranſlates us out of darkneſs into God's 
% marvellous light; raiſes men from the earth, 
“and brings God himſelf down from the regions of 
«© heaven. By bleſſing viſible elements, it makes 
them inviſible grace. It diſpoſes of that body 
* which was given for the life of the world, and 
<< that blood which was poured out to redeem 
mens precious and immortal fouls. Oh mira- 
cle of goodneſs ! oh adorable bounty of God ! 
that ſuch tranſcendent power ſhould be given to 
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5s the ſons of ſinful men ! what amazing dulneſs 
<« is it therefore not to admire! what ſhocking 
& prophaneneſs is it not to revere ſo great an au- 
% thority |” and he immediately adds, ©* tempo- 
ct ral princes have indeed a power to bind, but 
<* that affects the body only, whereas miniſterial 
% power binds the ſoul, is extended beyond the 
e grave, reaches even to heaven, and triumphs 
< even with eternity it ſelf.” 

But now let us ſee what ſenſe we can make of 


all this rant. That the evangelical prieſthood brings 


God himſelf down from the regions of heaven, and by 
bleſſing viſible elements, makes them inviſible grace, 
is, in my opinion, a very odd expreſſion in a prote- 
ſtant divine; it ſmells very ſtrong of popery and 
tranſubſtantiation, not without a mixture of conju- 


ration and legerdemain ; for no ſooner are the words 
Hoc eſt carpus (or in the corrupt conjuring ſtile, 


bocus pocus) pronounc'd, the mighty wonder work- 
ing words from the mouth of the prieſts, but the 
viſible elements, we are told, vaniſh at once, and 
what pray have we left in their room? why it 


| ſeems, inviſible grace, or rather God himſelf ; for if 


our Preacher did not deſign him for this purpoſe, 
I can't poſſibly conceive, what other reaſon he 
had for bringing him down from the regions of hea- 
ven ; and therefore well might he in rapture and 
extaſy cry out, oh miracle] oh tranſcendent 
power! and well might he call it /pocking prophane- 


neſs not to revere ſo great an authority, an au- 


Peri it ſeems infinitely ſuperior to that of kings, 


or their power affetts the body only, but this ſame 
miniſterial power binds the ſoul, and is extended be- 
yond the grave, and triumphs with eternity it ſelf : 
ſo that if his majeſty or the ſtate ſhould happen to 
be at variance with our Preacher or his brethren, 


1 fear, they would come off by the worſt ; for 5 


(29) 7 
he might bind their bodies, yet I dread to think 
what a vaſt and mighty revenge they would take; 
a revenge, I doubt not, equal to the very ut- 
moſt extent of their power; which brings to my 
mind the noble Earl of Warwick's wiſn, which, 


upon our Preacher's principles, is neither unſeaſo- 
nable nor impertinent at preſent. 


* Ob might I live, io bleſs the happy day, 
When Rome no more uſurps tyrannick ſway , 
Or, that deny'd, may our deſcendants ſee 
The land, threout from ſuperſtition free: 
With kings, who fill an independent throne, 
And know no power ſupreme beſides their own. 


But ſure our Preacher is not in earneſt, when he 
thinks himſelf poſſeſs*'d of this mighty power; God 
forbid he ſhould have it, for I fear he would make 
furious work : nay, I am ſomewhat in pain, leaſt I 
ſhould be made to feel its dreadful and wondrous 
effects. I think whoever gave Mr. B. orders, 
ſhould have previouſly conſulted the temper and 
diſpoſition of his mind, and not have intruſted fo 
great a power in the hands of a perſon, who ſeems 
70 very unfit for it; but however as he hath not 
that ſame temporal power, which he ſeems to de- 
ſpiſe, which affects the body, Iam methinks pretty 
eaſy, and ſhould not be very much concern'd if he 
did try his other power upon me; tho perhaps I 
might be in the wrong, for he ſays, © that it is 
< the very utmoſt extravagance of madneſs, to 
„ deſpiſe or deny a power, without which we 
can hope for no falvation.” How ! not hope 
for ſalvation without the power of a prieſt ? very 


ee 
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fad truly: but how doth this appear ? 


why, for 


our comfort, the next ſentence begins with a /or, 
and there I ſuppoſe we are to look for the reaſon, 
if perchance we can find any, for if none, ſays 
* our Preacher, none in a regular way, can enter in- 


to the kingdom of heaven” (by the way, I hope 


none enter there by an irregular way, or if they 
do, if they are once there, I believe it's much the 
ſame thing) “ unleſs he be firſt regenerated with 
« water and the Holy Ghoſt ; if he that eateth 
< not the fleſh of the Lord, and drinketh not his 
“ blood, is ab/uiutely depriv'd of eternal life; and 
if it be by the hallowed and uplifted hands of the 
e miniſtry that all theſe things muſt be done; how 
* can either the inextinguiſhable fires of hell be 
* avoided, or the radiant crowns of glories pre- 
e pared for men in heaven be obtain'd, without 


their help and aſſiſtance? ” We have abundance 


of ifs here, and yet if any one be deficient, I fear 
our Preacher's fine ſcheme is entirely deſtroy'd ; 
and according to Mr. B's uſual manner of reaſon- 
ing, it will be no great wonder if they are all de- 
fective. By the firſt and ſecond I apprehend him 
to mean, if none can enter into the kingdom of 
heaven except they are baptiz?'d, and receive the 
communion : his argument and manner of reaſoning = 
ſuppoſeth they cannot; whereas nothing is more 
true than the reverſe, nay, our Preacher ſeems to 
be an entire ſtranger to the principles of that 
church whereof he is a member and prieſt, which 
never eſteem'd baptiſm, and the receiving the com- 
munion, neceſſary to ſalvation, and much leſs ac- 
cording to our Preacher's manner of expreſſion, 
that he who did not receive the communion was 
ebſolutely depriv'd of eternal life: nor doth there 
ſeem to be the leaſt foundation for this idle fancy 


of his in the holy writings, or in the 


nature or 
reaſon 


(49; ) 


reaſon of the thing. Is baptiſm, or receiving the 
communion, recommended or enforc'd in any 
particular manner in the Scripture, upon chriſtians ? 
not in the leaſt, there is no tres laid on them, 
nor are they preſſed upon us as our duty; men- 
tion'd as ſuch they are indeed, and that's all. As 
to the euchariſt, I don't remember, that through- 
out the whole goſpels or epiſtles, the apoſtles do 
in a particular manner inſiſt upon this as a chriſ- 

tian duty; it's mention'd, I think, but once by 
St. Paul, and that as a bare narration of the me- 
thod obſerv'd by our Lord, in its primitive inſti- 
tution; whereas was the practice hereof neceſſary 
to e e he would, without all doubt, have re- 
commended it in the ſtrongeſt terms, and have fre- 
quently preſſed it upon chriſtians. And it is a yet 
wilder imagination, to ſuppoſe baptiſm neceſſary 
to falvation ; for as infants themſelves are inca- 
pable of having it done, if they ſhould die in their 
nonage, or when they are adult they ſhould omit 
it upon ſuppoſition they had been baptiz'd, when 
at the ſame time we beg leave to ſuppoſe they 
had not, this neceſſarily makes their ſalvation to 

depend not upon their virtuous or vicious con- 
duct, but upon the will and conduct of another ; 
which is fo precarious and fooliſh a foundation, 
as is utterly unworthy the God of infinite mercy 
and wiſdom. But ſuppoſe we grant our orator his 
aſſertion in both rheſe particulars, which, by the 
way, he ought to have prov'd, and not place the 
main ſtreſs of the controverſy upon an if, and 
then preſently tell us he hath prov'd the point in 
debate ; yet except his other if be prov'd true, 

which unfortunately for him and his cauſe is ma- 
nifeſtly falſe, it will be to no purpoſe : „ and if, 
** ſays he, it be by the hallowed and uplifted hands 
5 « the minifey, that all theſe things muſt be 


(32) 

« done,” i. e. that baptiſm and the ſacrament of 
the ſupper muſt be adminiſter CTC. 

In anſwer to which I beg leave to obſerve, that 


there is not the leaſt foundation in the holy wri- 


tings, for us to ſuppoſe that baptiſm ought to be 
adminiſter*d by the hands of the clergy only ; nay, 
our Preacher 1s condemn'd, if not by his own yet 
by the church of Rome, which is too fond of power 
to ſhare any part of it to the laity, but upon a 
Juſt and proper occaſion ; which, tho it prefers the 


practice of baptiſm by the clergy, as moſt agreea- _ 


ble to order and decency, yet doth not eſteem this 
eſſential to baptiſm, ſhe allowing it to be valid when 
adminiſter'd by the hands of a midwife ; and cer- 
tainly there is nothing in the nature of the thing, 
that it can't be perform'd as well and effectually 
by the equally hallowed and uplifted hands of the 
latter as the former. The ſame holds good with 
regard to the other ſacrament ;- but as I deſign to 
reſume this argument before I conclude, I beg 
leave to diſmiſs it at preſent, with this farther re- 


mark, that what hath been already ſaid, doth en- 
tirely deſtroy the imaginary force and ftrength of 


Mr. B's reaſoning upon this head. 
We are now arriv*d to our Preacher's ſecond 


" obſervable, (any one but an Univerſity Orator, it's 


very probable, would have been content with the 
old word obſervation} which is, “that all oppo- 
„ ſition to this miniſtry, really is, and muſt be 


* look'd upon as exceeding ſinful.” He begins 


is proof of this point thus, If the religion of 
* Chriſt cannot be duly propagated and per- 
% form'd without a conſtant ſucceſſion of preachers 
and miniſters; if the office and ſucceſſion of 
e the miniſtry be actually imply'd and inſtituted 
in the holy ſcriptures ; if theſe very men, who 
by God's own appointment are the miniſters - 
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« his word, are alſo the miniſters of his holy fi- 
* craments; if they who have labour'd in the 
** miniſtry, without being regularly appointed to 


it, have been conſtantly condemn'd by the whole 


church of Chriſt ; then it is certain, that all 
*© oppoſition to this miniſtry, is an oppoſition to 


«religion it ſelf, and conſequently muſt be 4 


Cc 


A 


ſin,” But if all theſe if5 ſhould prove to be 
falſe, which it would be no difficult matter to 
make appear; nay, I doubt not but moſt of them 
appear ſo already, then the conſequence drawn 
from them is weak and invalid; nay, if all of 


them are allow'd to be true, yet no ſuch conclu- 


ſion can be juſtly drawn from ſuch Premiſes : for 
upon ſuppoſition of their truth, how will Mr. B. 
make it appear, that all oppoſition to this mini- 
ſtry is an oppoſition to religion it ſelf? None 
are ſo fooliſh to oppoſe a miniſter of the goſpel, 


merely as ſuch; for where is the wrong done to 


any people or party in being taught or inſtrufted ? 
or why ſhould they oppoſe ſtich for no reaſon? 
No, our Preacher hath certainly miſtaken the true 
{tate of the caſe. If the miniſters of the goſpel do 
not act agreeably to their character and profeſſion, 
if inſtead of teaching and inſtructing, they are only 
deſirous of rule and government, no wonder they 
are oppos'd, and certainly not without juſt reaſon, 
and conſequently this is far from being an oppo- 
ſition to religion it ſelf, To which, in anſwer 
to his premiſes, I beg leave to add, that if theſe 
men had never been born, our holy religion would 
have been duly propagated and performed, with equal, 


or rather greater ſucceſs ; perhaps, indeed, by per- 


ſons not regularly appointed, in the ſenſe of our 
Preacher; and perhaps for want of ſuch an appoint- 
ment, they might have been condemned by ſome 
very wear and ambitious men; yet this would ear. 
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(34) 
done them no diſſervice, nor have been any hin- 


drance to the progreſs of our holy religion. 
But our author was perhaps conſcious, that 


what he advanc'd was no ſervice to his cauſe; he : 


goes in his next ſection a ſtep farther : But far- 
6 ther, ſays he, if Chriſt has receiv'd men to fal- 
© yation upon terms and conditions propos'd and 
offer'd by him, not calculated and contriv'd by 


them, then it is neceſſary that theſe terms and 


conditions ſhould be nicely weigh'd, and ſe- 
“ riouſly regarded; if Chriſt has a power of 
* making any inſtitutions, the impious conſequence 


* of denying which I dare not purſue ; if Chriſt 


( fay) has a ſufficient power, or a divine right, 


of making any inſtitutions, then certainly theſe 
6 inſtitutions ought ſtrictly to be obſerv'd. And 
«* laſtly, if Chriſt has a right to our obedience, 


** he has undoubtedly a right to preſcribe the 


& rules, the forms, the meaſures of that obe- 
« dience; and for men to violate theſe rules would 
ebe a profanation of his laws and injunctions, 
* and therefore cannot but be a ſcandalous con- 
< tempt of heaven.” I can't but remark, that 
this ſection differs from the preceding; in the for- 
mer neither premiſes nor concluſion were true, but 


in this they are both fo ; but at the ſame time 


they are attended with this unhappineſs, that they 
are nothing at all to the purpoſe : therefore our 
Preacher is diſpos'd to try it again, to ſee whether 
he can mend the matter at the third trial. 


„Again, ſays he, if chriſtianity it ſelf entitles 


& us to ſalvation, no otherwiſe than as it is a co- 
5 yenant of grace, if the only adequate and proper 


< obedience to Chriſt's laws is ſtrictly obeying 


them in the very ſame ſenſe that Chriſt really 
<* intended them; if for very weighty reaſons we 
<« are oblig'd to aſſent to ſome of Chriſt's doc- 
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* trines, in the ſame ſenſe in which he taught 
* them, it will alſo for the very ſame reaſons 


e follow, that we are indiſpenſably oblig d to obey 
** ſome of his inſtitutions in the very ſame man- 


* ner in which he has preſcrib'd them.” This 
ſection is of the ſame nature with the preceding, 
both 1ts premiſes and concluſion are true, but 
have no relation to the preſent argument, where- 
fore our Preacher is willing to try it once more, 


Once more, ſays he, either divine inſtitutions 


are to be comply'd with, or they are not. If 


they are not, (why I pray) may not divine re- 
velation alſo be laid aſide? This we are ſure of, 
they ſtand on the very ſame foundation ; the 
reaſon and nature of their obligations are per- 
fectly and entirely the fame, they are both the 
«© indiſputable will of God difcover'd to mankind ; 
* the one of them to be nicely obſerv'd, the 
other to be fully believ*d. If therefore we are 
* not bound to comply with his will in the one 
caſe, it will ſeem very difficult, to any impar- 
tial judge, to determine upon what grounds 
we are oblig*d to ſubmit to it in the other.“ 

Here, I muſt confeſs, I am ſomewhat at a loſs 
to know what our Preacher drives at : ſuppoſe 
we grant, which I believe none will deny, that 
divine inſtitutions are to be comply'd with; what 
then? what fervice will it do him? Why then the 
order of the prieſthood muſt be comply'd with; 
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but what is meant by comply'd with ? doth any 


one refuſe to be taught or inſtrufed ? But per- 
haps this is not ſufficient ; for beſides this, they 
muſt ſubmit to be ruled and governed: but this is 
a thing of a quite different and contrary nature, 


which is by no means eſſential, proper or fit for 
the office of the prieſtoood; no wonder therefore 


if they are not comply d with here. But if any 
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Weak in themſelyes, or in the opinion of others. 


(36) 


ene ſhould be ſo ſullen to deny that divine inſti- 
tutions are to be comply'd with; what then? ſays 
our Preacher, why, pray, may not divine reve- 


lation alſo be laid aſide? and perhaps the 


Tame perſons may be willing to oblige him in 
this inſtance alſo; and what then? why then 
nothing at all. It was certainly our Author's bu- 


ſineſs, to have prov'd theſe principles, and then 


have apply'd them in a ſtrict proper way of rea- 
ſoning and argument, and not talk with his fs 


and ands, in ſuch a looſe, rambling way, about 
an affair which hath long been, and, I doubt not, 


ever will be, matter of debate. | 

Our Preacher having trifled ſo long under this 
head, is willing at laſt * briefly and effectually to 
„ diſpatch it;“ and, I confeſs, I think it time; 


let us therefore attend to him, and ſee how he ac- 


quits himſelf : he adds, If the power, the miſ- 
<« ſion, the authority of the miniſtry be conſtitu- 
e ted of heaven; if it be commanded of God for 


a perpetual ordinance ; if it be impoſed upon 


& us by him, whom all things in heaven and earth 
„ gladly obey ; if it be appointed to be for ever 
F5 obſerv*d in his church, woe! eternal woe be to 


* him that fighteth againſt God! The true, 


88 


* 


the humble, the pious chriſtian, can no more 
<< be the creature of his own frail * opinions, than 
„ he can be the author of his own eternal ſalva- 
tion.“ This is as little to the purpoſe as any thing 


that goes before; our Preacher ſeems to be 
. = 


 * lt is certainly a very mean argument, either of piety or 
humility, for a perſon to be guided by the opinion of others ; 


ſo that upon a ſtricter enquiry into this affair, I doubt not but 


our Preacher will allow it to be the duty of a chriſtian to be gui- 
fed and actuated by his own ſentiments, tho really never ſo 


contend- 
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contending only with ſome adverſaries of his 
own fancy and imagination only; for, I dare ſay, 
no perſon living would oppoſe the Preachers 


of the goſpel ſo long as they kept within their 


proper province ; his eternal woes might therefore 
have well been ſpared for thoſe, who, for juſter rea- 
ſons, are the objects of his diſpleaſure. 

| We are now at laſt happily arriv'd to our 
Preacher's third and laſt obſervable, which is That 
* no excuſe can poſſibly be found out by men, 
„ which will induce God to pardon thoſe that ob- 
<« ſtinately perſevere in oppoſing the eſtabliſh'd 
« miniſtry.” “ | - 

I am really weary of following our author, 
ſtep by ſtep thro' his ſeveral wandrings, I ſhall 
therefore beg leave only to make ſome general 
| remarks on this head, not forgetting to take par- 

ticular notice of what appears moſt remarkable; 
with a promiſe that if ever it be required, I will 
ſubmit to the drudgery of examining every in- 
dividual paragraph, and doubt not to point out 
the folly aud inconſequence of his reaſonings, I 
might have ſaid ravings, throughout almoſt ever 
ſentence, to the ſatisfaction of any reaſonable 
perſon. | | 

In the mean time I beg leave to obſerve, that 
pur Preacher is an entire ſtranger to the nature 
of ſchiſm, which he makes to conſiſt in a ſepara- 
tion from the eſtabliſhed church of a country, where- 
as nothing is more true, than this is falſe. - 

A ſeparation or the not joining in communion 
with the eſtabliſh'd church, is in it ſelf a thing 
of an harmleſs innocent nature, and ought by no 
means to be conſider'd in the odious light; where- 
in our orator repreſents it. Is not the diſſenter a 


chriſtian equally with our ſelves ? doth not he 


equally believe that Jeſus is the Meſſiah ? doth 
„ he 
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(38) 
not equally depend upon the merits and in- 
terceſſion of the ſame common ſaviour and medi- 


ator, for his acceptance with God ? have we not 


one hope, one faith, one baptiſm? Where then 
is the difference between us, or where doth the 
febiſm lie? Why, it ſeems he differs from us a- 
bout the uſe and ſignificancy of ſome external 
modes and ceremonies, which, it is agreed on all 
hands, are not at all ſential to our holy religion: 
but this difference in opinion is no matter of ſtrife 
and contention, and tho he diſagrees concerning. 


theſe leſſer trifling things, yet he ſtill continues in 


peace and charity with us, ſo that here 1s no rend- 
ing the body of Chriſt, or deſtroying that harmony, 


union and peace which ought to obtain among the 


followers of the bleſſed Jeſus. Bur perhaps it may be 
objected farther, that he doth not join in commu- 
nion with us, which, tho granted, does not. pre- 
vent, or cut him off, from being a member of the 
ſame undivided body ; for tho he joins in commu- 
nion with thoſe, whoſe modes of worſhip are in 
his opinion more agreeable to the will of our Lord, 
yet he may in a ſtrict and proper ſenſe be ſaid to 
be in union with us, and that equally fo, as if he 
ſhould receive the communion in our churches, 
and according to our manner. The nature of 
ſchiſm which the apoſtle ſo earneſtly guarded us 
againſt, conſiſts in a factious contentions temper 
and diſpoſition of mind, diſcovering it ſelf in our 
malice, envy or hatred againſt our brethren, a- 


+ gainſt thoſe members of Chriſt's holy body, whom 


it is our duty to love cheriſh and aſſiſt: this is 

truly ſchiſm, of which the members of the ſame 

particular religious ſociety are as capable as thoſe 

of different communions; and this, according to 
our Preacher*s deſcription of ſchiſm, © is directly 

© oppoſite to that ſpirit of love and union, that 
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© meekneſs and goodneſs, that candor and ten- 
derneſs, that patience and long ſuffering which 
is the peculiar mark, the diſtinguiſhing charac- 
© ter, the bright and eſſential badge of Chriſt's 


<« diſciples.” 


A perſon of this temper and diſpoſition of mind, 
is a /chiſmatick, in the ſtrict and proper ſenſe of 
the word ; but he that differs from his brethren 
in ſmall and trifling matters, nay, tho we ſuppoſe 
him to differ in what are generally eſteem'd the 
fundamentals of Chriſtianity, yet if he continues in 
Charity with his brethren, and a meer difference 


in opinion hath certainly no natural tendency, to 


deſtroy peace and charity amongſt mankind, doth 
by no means deſerve the ſevere character, or treat- 
ment of a /chi/matick ;, for the bonds of peace and 
love are not broken, nor the body of Chrift rent 


or divided, but the ſame divine harmony ſubſiſts 


as tho they agreed in every the moſt minute par- 

ticular. 1 . 
But to purſue this argument a little farther, the 
diſſenter hath an equal right to inſiſt upon our a- 
greement with their modes of worſhip, and our join- 
ing in communion with them, and to charge us with 
ſchiſm upon our refuſal: for what right or pretence 
have we to inſiſt upon their compliance, more than 
they have of ours? Perhaps it may be ſaid, that our 
modes of worſhip are preferable to theirs; but how 
doth this appear ? we indeed think the one, and 
they, perhaps with equal reaſon, think the contrary. 
But then our author ſays, that we are the eſtabliſp'd 
church, and they ought to comply upon that ac- 
count: a weak argument uy and if it proves 
any thing, proves too much; for truth is not eſta- 
bliſh'd by number, nor reaſon oy a majority; and 
tho the minority in leſſer indifferent matters, for 
the preſervation of mutual peace and charity, ought 
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(40) 
to ſubmit to the majority, yet when this end is not 
to be anſwer'd, as in the preſent caſe, (for why 
muſt any want of peace or charity be ſuppoſed to 
attend our different religious ſentiments) then the 
argument is of no force, and the minority may as 
well preſerve their chriſtian liberty and freedom, 
there being no reaſon to the contrary, 
But if the diſſenter is obliged to pay that defe- 
rence and regard to the eſtabliſhed church, merely 
becauſe it is eftabli/hed, I fear our preacher, if he 
had lived in 48, or goes but on the other ſide of- 
the Tweed, muſt either renounce his religion, and 
thoſe favourite principles on which he. lays ſuch a 
mighty ſtreſs, or elſe yield up his cauſe as entirely 
defenceleſs ; for the ſame arguments on which 
he founds the abſolute neceſſity of conformity to the 
306734 OY church of England, 'are equally valid in 
cotland, with reſpect to the kirk; for, as he ob- 
ſerves, tho with what juſtice apply'd, I leave o- 
thers to judge, That the eternal and immuta- 
& ble nature of things can never be altered; and 
e that it is abſolutely impoſſible that truth, always 
% ſimple and uniform, ſhould ever become falſ- 
« hood, or that falſhood ſhould become heavenly 
& truth.” . 
As long therefore, adds he, as the church re- 
& quires no terms of communion, but what are 
& in themſelves lawful (and no longer is it the 
« true church of Chriſt than when it does ſo). 
& as long as the church impoſes no articles either 
ee of faith or religion, but what are entirely con- 
« ſonant to the holy ſcriptures ; as long as the 
« authoris'd miniſters preach no doctrines but what 
are grounded upon theſe very ſcriptures, ſo long 
& will all oppoſition to the eſtabliſhed miniſtry be 
« a rending the body and bowels of our bleſſed 
«: ſaviour, be a deſtroying the peace, order and 
a „government 


55 _ 
e government of the church, be a promoting the 
<*« deſigns of hell, and enlarging the ſpacious king- 


| doms of intolerable darkneſs.” 


But can't this be pleaded with as good a grace 
by a presbyter of the kirk of Scotland, as by a prieſt 


of the church of England? If theſe arguments and 


this plea are valid here, they muſt ,neceffarily be 
eſteem'd equally valid there; for that the kirk of 
Scotland requires unlawful terms of communion, or 
impoſeth articles of faith diſſonant to the holy ſerip- 
tures, or that their miniſters preach doctrines 
which are not grounded upon theſe ſcriptures, is 
what, in my opinion, will not be aſſerted, much 
leſs proved in haſte: or ſuppoſe our Preacher ſhould 
think ſo, yet he ſeems to have entirely precluded 
himſelf from the benefit of this plea, by telling us, 


% That as for the plea of conſcience which men 


< ſo loudly trifle with in this important point, it 


* muſt be ſuperſeded by the only great and ade- 
5 quate rule of conſcience, which is no other than 
< the ſcripture it ſelf, which highly condemns all 


« ſchiſms and ſeparations, and openly denounces 


the ſevereſt anathemas againſt them: by which 
he would ſeem to intimate, that in the preſent 
caſe there is no poſſible relief, but that our obli- 
gation to a viſible union with the eftabli/2*d church 
is abſolutely and indiſpenſably neceſſary, and that no- 
thing can excuſe it; tho by reviewing the para- 
graph juſt above quoted, one would be apt to ima- 
gine that this is not his ſenſe and opinion: for there 
he ſeems to place our obligation to communion with 
the eftabliſÞ*d church, upon this ſuppoſition, that 
ſhe requireth no unlawful terms of communion. 


But then who is to be the judge in this cafe con- 
cerning the lawfulneſs or unlawfulneſs of the terms 


required ? if the perſons themſelves, then I think 
our author muſt admit, that their judging the 
G terms 
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terms of communion required to be unlawful, is 
a ſufficient excuſe for their ſeparation. But I can 
hardly ſuppoſe he will allow the laity power and 
authority to judge in ſpiritual matters; no, this 
power muſt certainly be lodged in the prieſthood : 
but then, without all doubt, one prieſt who hath 
equal power and authority with another, hath an 


equal right of judging for the laity ; ſo that a 


French, a Romiſb, a Spaniſh, (or even a prieſt be- 


fore the reformation, hath a right of judging in 


the room of the people equal to Mr. Betty. 
But notwithſtanding I have examin'd our au- 
thor's meaning very exactly, I am ſtill at a loſs to 
know whether he doth allow any thing whatever 
to be a juſt ground of ſeparation from the eſta- 
bliſhed church; for tho by the paragraph laſt re- 


ferr'd to, he ſeems to do it, yet preſently, as tho 


he had made too large a conceſſion, he ſeems to 


retract it, by telling us, That the eternal na- 


ture of things is the ſame, that notwithſtanding 


people's ſcruples and pretences, ſchiſm is ſchiſm - 


« ſtill, and can never be made to be union ;” and 
then he adds the paragraph laſt quoted, That the 
s plea of conſcience muſt be ſuperſeded by the 
* fcripture, the only great rule of conſcience, 
«+ which highly condemns all /chiſms and ſepara- 
e ions.” Here again he ſeems to own and deny 


it in the ſame breath: firſt, he calls the ſcrip- , 


ture the great rule of conſcience, intimating, as 
one would imagine, that a chriſtian ought to act 
Purſuant to the guidance and direction of the ſcrip- 
ture, which is the very plea that all our /eparatiſts 
uſe for their juſtiſication; and then immediately 


adds, that the ſcripture highly condemns all /chi/ms 


and ſeparations, which intirely deſtroys what he had 
Juſt granted: for it's impoſſible that the ſcripture 
ſhould both ju/tify and condemn men in the ſame 
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individual action; for if, as our ſeparatiſts aſſure us, 
the ſcripture is the rule of their conſcience in their 
ſeparation (whether this be reality or pretence 
does no way concern us, that muſt be left to the 
great ſearcher of hearts) that ſame ſcripture can- 
not at the ſame time condemn them for ſepara- 
ting. ; 

With regard to the truth and foundation of this 
plea, whether, Imean, in their ſeparation they act 
according to the direction of the ſcripture, is a 
queſtion of a different nature; poſſibly they may 
be miſtaken concerning the true ſenſe and meaning 
of thoſe particular parts of the holy writings, upon 
which their ſeparation is grounded; but if they 
have taken due and proper means to inform their 


judgment, and act in the integrity and ſincerity 


of their hearts, nothing is either more true or 
more plain, than that they are excuſable for their 
error; and our Preacher himſelf, I doubt not, up- 
on ſecond thoughts, will admit the juſtice of their 


plea, and acquit them of this grievous ſin of 


ſchiſm: for who, I pray, muſt be judges, whether 
they underſtand the ſcripture in its true and proper 
ſenſe, they or we? they without doubt have the 
ſame right to judge for themſelves, as we for our 
ſelves, and an equal right to judge for 4s, as we 
for them. | 

The next thing which our Preacher takes no- 
tice of, is Epiſcopacy, and there he goes on in his 


_ uſual ranting pompous ſtrain : to give him his due, 


he doth not aim at an argument, I ſhall therefore 


only point out ſome of his flowers. He ſays, 


Epiſcopacy is the very pillar and foundation of all 
“pure religion, and the beſt and greateſt, if not 
«© the only ſecurity of our preſent happy eftabliſh- 
ment.“ If this be true, I am very ſorry for it; we 
are, I think, in a very Nr condition, both 
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our religion and the ſtate have but a very ſlender 
piliar and /upport. This account of our religion and 
governmeat, tho perhaps it may be agreeable to 


te chuacter of an Oxonian orator, is certainly un- 


becoming a ch tian divine, and a irue Engliſhman : 
Itruſi in God our holy religion hath a much ſtrong- 
er pillar and foundation, and would ſubſiſt in all its 
purity and (plendor, if there was no bi/hop in be- 
ing; nay, I can't diſcover any reaſon we have to 


boaſt of greater purity than our neighbours in the 
north, or our brethren of the reformed. churches a- 


broad. As to our preſent happy eſtabliſhment, if 
epijco; ac) was its only, or its be? or greateſt ſecu- 
rity, I ſhould fincerely mourn over and lament 
its weak condition, Nor, by the way, can I ſee 
any reaſon why our Preacher ſhould mention this, 
if he did not deſign it as a tacit reflection upon 
the diſenlers for their want of loyalty; and if fo, 
he doth, in my opinion, deſerve a ſevere rebuke; 
for they, to their honour and our ſhame be it ſpo- 
ken, have always approv'd themſelves to be 
hearty friends to the preſent happy eſtabliſhment. 
Much of the fame nature with the forkgoing, is 
what follows in the ſame page, © The ſpiritual 
powers that be, are ordain'd of God; to rebel 


* againſt them, is to rebel againſt heaven ; to in- 


vade their authority, is to infringe upon Chriſt's 
own peculiar property. And we have demon- 
5+ ſtrative arguments, drawn from the worth and 
excellency of the ſoul, to prove that our obli- 
gations to eccleſiaſtical obedience, are ſtronger 
than thoſe that flow either from civil or natural 
5 relations.” Our Preacher ſeems here to be got 
into the third heavens, or into the gloomy re- 
gions, where, ſurrounded with clouds of thick dark- 
neſs, he is far out of our reach: what worth or 
_— there is in eccleſiaſtical obedience, * * 
dee 
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deed what obedience is due, or how any argument 


to this purpoſe can be drawn from the worth and 


excellency of the ſoul, is all above my compre- 


henſion; but as he thought it needleſs to mention 
his arguments, I think it equally needleſs to give 
any gueſs, or be at any concern about them. The 
next remarkable thing our Preacher preſents us 
with, is the character of thoſe vile and wicked 


. perſons who have preſum'd to inſtruct their bre- 


thren, without epi/copal ordination ; and here he 
hath ſet his invention on the rack to abuſe and 
vilify his brethren. One would think it impoſſi- 
ble, that any thing in the ſhape of a man, much 
leſs a gentleman, tho upon ſecond thoughts there are 
not many prieſts who deſerve the character, ſhould 


diſcover ſo much malice, envy and rage againſt 


his innocent brethren, guilty only of the imagi- 
nary crime of teaching others their duty, with- 
out firſt receiving an order from a biſhop to do 
what they can as well do without. They pro- 
„ fane, ſays he, the ſacred function, and make a 
< trifle of the moſt dreadful fin. They crucify 


their bleſſed Lord afreſh, and put him to an 


<« open ſhame : they are inceſſant troublers and 


“ ſeducers of the people: they are infallible ſub- 
« yerters and deſtroyers of ſouls, They take a- 
* way all diſtinction between the ſhepherd and 
the flock. They are uſurpers of the broad ſeal 
* of heaven. Blind as Sampſon they exert. all 
* their ſtrength, to pull down the pillars of our 


«© eccleſiaſtical conſtitution ; and bold as Phaeton, 


CC . h ] o « d . ſ . . . 
with a glaring Ignorance, and unconſcious impu 


dence, they burn up the ſpiritual world.” After 
our Preacher hath painted them in theſe colours, 
no wonder he ſhould add in the next paragraph, 
that with regard to thoſe preſumptuouſly arro- 
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** gant teachers, and their obſtinately blind fol- 
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& Jowers, charity her ſelf, that heaven-born virgin, 
“ repines that it is not in her power to think ſo 
* favourably of them, as Origen did of their fa- 
ther the devil, who falſly imagin'd he might be 
66 ſav' d.“ 5 | \ 
Much of the fame nature and ſtrain is the laſt 
which I ſhall take notice of: After all, ſays our 
Preacher, how rigidly ſevere, or exalted ſoever, 
& our notions of a divine miſſion, or the abſolute 
* neceſſity of church government may ſeem; yet in 
*© caſe of a real and abſolute, not a falſe and pretend- 
ed neceſſity (not the daring and preſumptuous plea 
„of the kirk, not the feign'd but more plauſible 
s excuſe of Geneva, not the boaſted moderation 
of thoſe who falſly call themſelves churches re- 
formed) we would not willingly think thoſe men, 
„ who, tho unauthoriz'd, piouſly preach the reli- 
gion of Jeſus, to be guilty of ſacrilege, or to 
* incur the dreadful penalty of damnation. No, 
in pity to their unavoidable misfortune, in com- 
5 paſſion to their unconquerable neceſſity, we 
„ conſign them not to the indolent ſtate of a 
* gloomy deprivation, nor ſhall we commit them 
„% to the mercileſs and irreverſible fate of eternal 
* miſery. They are in the hands of a merciful 
Creator, we leave them to their guardian an- 
gels, and to that providence which continually 
* preſerveth all things.” 
I believe theſe three paragraphs laſt quoted are 
originals in their kind; I ſcarce think they are to 
parallelled by any thing to be met with, in any 
controverſial diſpute, ſince that famous one which 
the devil had with Michael the archangel : and it 
is poſſible, as being agreeable to his temper and 
character, that he might manage his diſpute againſt 
the archangel, much in the ſame manner that our 
Preacher doth againſt his brethren ; but _— 


OI 

ſuch conduct is conſiſtent with the character of a 
divine, a chriſtian, or a gentleman, I leave to the 
impartial world to judge. As for my ſelf, I pro- 
feſs I ſtand amaz'd at his conſummate impudence, 
weakneſs and uncharitableneſs ; for tho I would 
kindly draw. a veil over every human ill, yet in vain 
T ſtrive, in vain I labour to excuſe him; and if this 
be a ſpecimen of univerſity reaſoning and charity, 
God forbid it ſhould have any admirers or fol- 
lowers. 

Our Preacher hath at one ſtroke conſign'd to 
eternal damnation about one third of the "Engliſh 
nation, all Scotland in general, with only a very 
ſmall exception, the church and ſtate of Geneva, 
and the whole body of reformed churches abroad; 
and for what ? why only becauſe they happen to 
differ from him in their opinion concerning the uſe, 
neceſſity, and divine inſtitution of the epiſcopal or- 
der; wherein it's certain, except our Preacher is 
infallible, and I can hardly imagine him vain e- 
nougzh to pretend to it, they: may be in the right, 
and he in the wrong. 

As for thoſe amongſt us, who wickedly and im- 
piouſly preſume to inſtruct their brethren in the 
Pore of our holy religion, with regard to ſuch 

ſay, and their blind followers, it ſeems charity 
her ſelf, that heaven-born virgin, can't think ſo fa- 
vourably as Origen did of the devil; but J fear, 
that charity which can't think thus favourably of 
them, inſtead of being an heaven. born virgin, ought 
rather to be eſteem'd an Hell- vorn wh | | 

As for the kirk of Scotland, whoſe plea 1 * ſeems 
is daring and preſumptuous; and Geneva, tho it 
hath a plauſible excuſe, and tho the reformed 
churches have moderation, yet theſe are guilty of 
no leſs than ſacrilege, and incur the dreadful pe- 
nalty of eternal damnation. But our Preacher is 


not 


(48) 
ſeems to intimate, that he is ſomewhat dubious a- 
1 bout it) thus hardly of thoſe, who under a real, 
4 abſolute, unconquerable, and unavoidable neceſſity, 
If | (pray obſerve how it's guarded) tho 4anauthoriz*d, 
5 do piouſiy preach the religion of Jeſus, ** ſuch he 
* N * doth not conſign to the indolent ſtate of a 
5 „ gloomy deprivation, nor commit to the merci- 


1 L lefs and irreverſible fate of eternal miſery :** 
1 but yet, notwithſtanding this great neceſſity, it's 


ſaved; for he only leaves them in the hands of 
a merciful Creator, and their guardian angels, where 
I am in like manner deſirous to leave them and 
our Orator too; for I thank God J have at laſt 
done with him, and perhaps, Genilemen, you think 
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you, J am ſure I have my ſelf, in following him thro? 
all his wandrings, uncharitableneſs, ſcandal and 
1 I thought it improper to deſtroy the connection 
| of the remarks, by any particular application to 
1 you, but now I beg leave to reſume my Addreſs, 
= and aſk you how you think your Orator hath ac- 
| gquitted himſelf? Has he, in the performance un- 

| der our conſideration, behav*d like a /cholar or a 
= divine? He himſelf tells us, methinks he might 
have had it more in view, that the gentleman, 
= | the ſcholar, the wit, and the politician, the 
< philoſopher and the chriſtian, ſhould complete 

the character, and exhauſt the idea of a divine z* 
but what there is peculiar to either of theſe cha- 
racters in this diſcourſe, lies, I fear, in a very nar- 
row compaſs. Are ſuch harangues as theſe any 
credit to the univerſity ? or rather, if they are en- 
courag'd, will not our nobility and gentry fear to 
ſend their ſons thither, leſt their tender- minds, 
5 e | capable 
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obſervable how unwilling he is they ſhould be 


it time, for it is not improbable that I have wearied 
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(49) 1 
capable in their youth of almoſt any impreſſion, 
ſhould be poiſon'd and corrupted with ſuch per- 
nicious principles? Principles not only falſe in ſpecu- 


lation, but when reduc'd to practice, having a fatal 


and natural tendency to deſtroy the peace of every 
ſociety, What encouragement, or rather what dif- 
couragement, doth this give our gentry, for the 
endowment of ſchools, or places of literature; 
or to join in the expence, or any way promote 
the education of one of their poor neighbour's 
ſons ; when they are no ſooner ſent to the univer- 
ſiry, but preſently they imbibe falſe and pernicious 
notions of the grandeur, power and authority of 
a prieſt * Upon which account, it ceaſes to be a 
wonder, that after they have been inſtructed in 
theſe principles, by perſons for whoſe ſuperior 
knowledge and learning they have entertain'd a 
great veneration and eſteem, and at an age when 
they themſelves are incapable of judging between 
right or wrong, truth or falſhood ; I ſay, it's no 
wonder that when once they get orders, they ſhould 
be puff 'd up with pride, ſelf-conceit and arrogance, 
and upon account of their imaginary power and 
authority, ſhould look down with ſcorn and con- 
tempt upon the laity, thinking themſelves ſu- 
perior to their patrons and all mankind : and it is 
this, that doubtleſs gives riſe to the bickerings and 
quarrels, fo common between the eſquire and the 
Parſon in moſt of our country villages : This very 
eaſily and naturally accounts for the ſmall pro- 


greſs of our holy religion, and the ſmall ſucceſs 


which attends the preachers of it : for when their 
heads are turn'd with fan/y'd powers, and inftead 


of inſtructing their pariſh in their duty towards 


God, their diſcourſes tend only to direct them in 
their duty towards themſelves, no wonder, that 


they meet with that ſcorn and contempt, which 


their 
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their arrogance and pride, and that manifeſt abuſe 
and perverſion of their office, do ſo juſtly de- 


ſerve. | | 

Would it not, upon theſe accounts, have been 
more agreeable to the character of a chriſtian di- 
vine, and an Oxonian orator, inſtead of attempting, 


What he calls, the proof of his mon, and the 


divine inſtitution of the miniſtry, to have prov'd 


what is certainly of vaſtly more importance; I 
mean, the miſſion and Maſſiahſbip of our Lord; and 
to have vindicated the divine inſtitution of chriſtianity ' 


it ſelf, which at preſent, with grief and concern I 
ſpeak it, ſeems to be the only ſubject of controver- 
fial debate? If our Preacher had done this, he had 
acted worthy of his character, and had deferv'd 
the thanks of every chriſtian : but inſtead of this, 
he hath done all within his power to weaken and 
deſtroy it, and hath given the adverſaries of our holy 
religion an ananſwerable argument, if true, againſt 
its divine origin : nay, upon the ſuppoſed truth of 
our author's principles, I will at any time undertake 
to demonſtrate the falſhood of chriſtianity, and 
ſhall think it no hard task; for his principles, when 
purſu'd thro* their juſt and natural conſequences, 


Which I have charity to think Mr. B. might not 


ſee, would introduce nothing but confuſion and dif- 


order into the world, are direily contrary to the 


peace, happineſs and good of ſociety, and are entirely 


 deſtrufive of all the civil and religious rights and 
privileges of mankind. Are we therefore guilty 
of any wrong or injuſtice to ſuch a religion in calling 
it diabolical, inſtead of divine, and in judging it im- 


poſſible that ſuch an inſtitution ſhould come from 


God, which is fo contrary to the purity and perfec- 
tion of his nature, who is a God of peace, and in 


all his diſpenſations conſults the good and benefit 
of his creatures? For it is inconſiſtent with all our 


notions 
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notions of infinite wiſdom and goodneſs, that the 
divine being ſhould fix the happineſs and ſalvation 
of mankind upon a fooli/þ foundation, and make 
it ſo precarious and uncertain, as to depend upon 
the will of a proud and ignorant prieft : for ſup- 
poſe, what has often happen'd, that a man ſhould 
not be able to procure ſponſors for his child, or 
That he miſlikes the uſe of the croſs in baptiſm, as 
_ favouring, in his opinion, too much of popery and 
ſuperſtition, it being, without all diſpute, no eſſen- 
tial part of baptiſm, neither appointed by our Lord, 
nor for ought appears, in uſe amongſt the apoſ- 
tles; and ſuppoſe the above mention'd perſon 
ſhould addreſs himſelf to a prieſt of Mr. B's tem- 
on and complexion, and he ſhould, as is very 
likely in either of theſe inſtances, refuſe the child 
baptiſm, is it poſſible for any man to be ſo weak 
as to imagine, that this child ſhould be damn'd for 
want of it? Or ſuppoſe, which is another very 
common caſe, that a chriſtian ſhould be diſpos'd to 
receive the communion, but ſhould have ſome ſcru- 
ples relating to the geſture, eſteeming a table poſ- 
ture moſt proper, (it being evident that our Lord 
and his diſciples,” at its firſt inſtitution, receiv'd it 
ſo) and ſhould be unwilling to comply with knee!- 
ing, not only for the reaſon juſt mention*d, but 
becauſe, in his opinion, it might ſeem to counte- 
nance the doctrine of /ran/ubſtantiation, or the cor- 
poral preſence, which, I make no doubt, firit gave 
riſe to the change of the poſture; and ſuppoſe 
this perſon ſhould offer to receive the communion 
from the above mention'd prieſt, and he, which is 
not unlikely, ſhould refaſe him ; can any imagine 
that the folly of our prieſt, ſhould occaſion this 
man's eternal damnation? the very mention of theſe 
inſtances, without farther reaſoning, may ſuffice. 
Res ipſa loquitur. | 
H 2 | Once 


652 
Once more: Would it not have been more agree- 
able to the character of a miniſter of the goſpel 
of peace, (of that diſpenſation which recommends 
nothing more to its profeſſion than charity and 
love, inſomuch that it ſeems to make that the 
criterion and diſtinguiſhing characteriſtick of a 
chriſtian) to have preach'd up peace and charity), 
that greateſt of all virtues? Might he not very 
agreeably have entertain'd his audience with a 
particular deſcription of the perſon and character 
of that heaven- born virgin, ſet her forth in all her 


ſhining graces, and made her appear as lovely and 


amiable to hem, as ſhe is really in her ſelf? Here 
his oratory and rhetorick would have been well 
imploy'd to his own credit, the honour of the 
univerſity, and the advantage of his audience: 
But inſtead of this, he breathes forth nothing but 
fury and rage, ſtirs up the coals of wrath and 
contention, preaches up envy and hatred among 
chriſtians, rails againſt and abuſes his brethren, 
with all the eloquence he is maſter of, miſcalls 
them /ch!/maticks and bereticks, and conſigns them 
over to cternal torments and damnation ; and doubt- 
leſs, if he had power equal to his inclination, would 
conſign them over to temporal burnings as well as 
eternal : nay, it's very probable, this is one of the 


powers which he expreſsly claims, but if not in 


words, in juſt conſequence he doth; for if the 
peace and ſecurity of the church ſhould require it, of 
which they and they only are the ſuppos'd judges, 


it would, without all doubt, be reckon'd expedient 


and neceſſary to have ſuch obſtinate adverſaries 
to the churches peace removed : but tho as yet 
he hath not thought proper to ſpeak his mind fully 


- and plainly, yet he hath made a very handſome 
beginning, and hath one paragraph in his ſermon, 


that, in my opinion, looks very much this way; 
Ss | > 7: 7" 


where he tells us, that © Ir was a very ſerious 
* conſideration of this important affair, i. e. the 


% dreadful nature of ſchiſm, that animated the 


e firſt chriſtians to the practice of ſo laudable a 
* cuſtom, that whenever * Heretics or ſchiſma- 

ticks were promoted to any eminent poſt in 
the church, both clergy and laity remonſtrated 
to the emperor, and the patriarch or metropo- 
litan piouſly refuſed the conſecration.” 


ca 
o 


by 


( 
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It is no difficult matter to know where our 


Preacher, and thoſe of the ſame mind with him, 
would ſtop; for the ſame principles, viz. the 
dreadful nature of ſchiſin, and the good of the 
church, which juſtify the one, would quickly leave 
them, if other milder methods ſhould be found 
ineffectual, and not ſufficiently anſwer their end 
entirely to root out and deſtroy their adverſaries : 
Theſe principles, and theſe alone, are the main 
ſupport of that grand myſtery of iniquity, the 
papal inquifition; for if once the clergy are allow'd 
to direct and govern, there is nothing left for the 


laity but a ſtate of mere ſlavery and bondage, and 


how or by what reaſons to account for it I know 


32 


* The ſame reaſoning holds good with reſpect to the pro- 


motion of any heretick and ſchiſmatick in the ſtate, as in the 
church, and, I doubt not, our Preacher would be underſtood 
in this ſenſe 3 but as he hath only pointed out the promotion 
of hereticks and ſchiſmaticks in the church, he doubtleſs had his 
eye upon ſome particular perſon or perſons under this charac- 
ter, Who have been promoted; and deſigned this obſeryati- 
on (for it certainly anſwers no other end) as a tacit reflection 
on his majeſty for promoting, and on the biſhops for not 
piouſly 3 to conſecrate ſome particular heretical and 
. ſchiſmatical biſhop. I ſhall now leave it with him, whether 


this ought not to be eſteemed high-treaſon and rebellion againſt 


the ſpiritual powers, 


not, 
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not, but by fatal and conſtant experience through- 
out all ages and nations, it hath been found that 
the clergy are the leaſt fit of any perſons what - 


ever to be entruſted with power and authority. 


Having done with our Preacher and his perfor- 
mance, I beg leave to ſubjoin my own ſenſe and 
ſentiments concerning the inſtitution of the miniſ- 
try, and ſome incidental remarks about the nature 


of the chriſtian religion. | X 


When the divine being thought proper to make 


choice of the Jeu to be his peculiar people, whom 
he would in a particular manner favour with the 
knowledge of himſelf as the only true and living 
God, in oppoſition to, and diſtinction from, that 
vaſt variety of idols and gods, whoſe worſhip ob- 
tained throughout the ſeveral habitable parts of 
the earth, he found it neceſſary in compliance 
with the froward temper and genius of that per- 
verſe generation, to give them a religion full of 
numerous rites and pompous ceremonies ; and as 
God himſelf tells us, to Give them ſtatutes 


that were not Good, and judgments whereby ny 


* ſhould not live:”* for the Jews, by being fo 
long converſant with the Egyptians, whoſe prieſts 
were famous, I mean infamous, for their boly' 
Juggling, and pious irumpery, had entertain'd ſuch a 
fondneſs for a ritual ſcheme of religion, that 


even the divine indulgence above mentioned 


could ſcarce reſtrain them from idolatry : but in 


order to preſerve them from it, and keep them 


2 3 1 * * —— 
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* Nothing but this can, I think, reconcile the divine in- 
ſtituion of the 3 religion; a religion, I was going to 
add, unworthy of its divine original, and fit for no other peo- 
ple but thoſe to whom it was given, and to whoſe genius it 


was in a particular manner ſuited and adapted. 


within 
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( 
within the proper boundaries of their duty, he ſent 
them one prophet after another, to teach, guide and 
direct them, but theſe they abuſed and evil entreat- 
ed, and their religion they render'd wholly void, 

by a neglect of the moral and /ruly religious part 
thereof, and an attendance to nothing bur its mere 
rites and beggarly ceremonies, Now therefore, when 
the fullneſs of time was come, it pleaſed the Al- 
mighty, from a tender and compaſſionate regard to 
the weakneſs and ignorance of mankind, to ſend 
his beloved Son and our bleſſed Lord to retrieve 


the languiſhing dying ftate of religion, to teach 


and inſtruct the world in their duty towards their 
God, their fellow-creatures, and themſelves: 


Having received his divine commiſſion, the 


bleſſed Saviour of mankind came to dwell a- 
mongſt us, and not only gave us a pure and 


perfect religion, but was himſelf a bright pat- 


tern, and example of that purity and perfection 
which his religion recommends. He aboliſn'd the 
numerous rites and ceremonies of the Jewiſh po- 
lity, and ſubſtituted in its place a religion every way 
worthy of its divine original, worthy of a Deity 
to give, and of rational creatures to receive and 
obſerve ; for the chriſtian religion, like the great 
Founder and Author thereof, is holy, juſt and 
pure; its doctrines, thoſe I mean which relate not 
to“ practice, have nothing diſſonant to the rea- 
e ſon 
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* Such as the reſurrection of the body, or I might even 
add the divine Miſſion and Meſſiahſhip of our Lord; for the 
truth thereof being ſuppos'd, which, by the way, admits of 
as eaſy proof as an Ea at equal diſtance of time, yet it 
cannot, I think, be aid in a ſtrict and proper ſenſe, to have 
any other influence upon our practice or conduct in life, than 
that we have a divine teſtimony, that the practice of thoſe 
duties, which ariſe from the eternal nature and reaſon of 
- things, and the relation we ſtand in to a Deity, mankind and 
| our 
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ſon of mankind ; its precepts, or the duties whicli 
it recommends, are founded upon, and conforma- 
ble unto the eternal nature and reaſon of things, 

| and 


. 


— 


our ſelves, are agreeable to the will of God: and it is in 
this light, that chriſtianity, as a /yſtem of religion, ought to 
be conſider'd as an improvement and enforcement of natural 
religion only, from which it differs merely in the inſtitution 
of the two ſacraments, of which more hereafter ; ſo that 
ſeparate from theſe, nothing can be ſaid to be the duty of a 
chriſtian, which was not the duty of a man, prior to the in- 
ſtitution of chriſtianity. . | 

As for thoſe doctrines of a mere ſpeculative nature, pe- 
culiar to the chriſtian inſtitution, they cannot in a ſtrict and 
proper ſenſe be ſaid to be any part of religion, the belief 
or disbelief of theſe being no otherwife religious, or irreli- 
gious, than as a perſon is oper and diſpos'd to conviction, and 
gives a ma or ſmaller attention to the evidence on which 
the truth of the doctrines depend: for a mere belief or diſ- 
belief of any principle, argues neither virtue nor vice, becauſe 
neither the one nor the other depends on our will, or any thing 
within our power ; the yery make and conſtitution of the hu- 
man mind being ſuch, that when the evidence of any truth 
appears great and ſtrong, we cannot, how much ſoever we 
may be diſpos'd to the contrary, refuſe our belief or aſſent 
to the truth of that principle: and on the other hand, if 
the evidence appears weak and defective, our inclination, how + 
ſtrong ſoever, cannot ſupply the place of evidence; and in 
that caſe, it is abſoJutely impoſſible for us to believe or 
aſſent to it: whence it appears, that we are no otherwiſe 
commendable for our belief, or blameable for our disbelief, than 
as we are more or leſs willing to attend to the evidence on 
which the truth of theſe doctrines depend. | 

The conſiderations above-mention'd, give us a clear inſight 


| into the nature and importance of the preſent controverſy 


concerning the truth of chriſtianity, and which all our writers 
ſeem to have taken no notice of; tho one would imagine, 
that when they were diſputing concerning the truth of chrif- 
tianity, they ought firſt to have defin'd and ſettled what chriſ- 
tianity was; which conſider'd under its proper character, as 
to its ſum and ſubſtance, is not at all affected by any ob- 
jections brought againſt it by its adverſaries: and if theſe 
perſons defign'd their preſent attack only as — 

| | their 
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andare perfective of the human mind, His religion; 
even as our bleſſed Lord did himſelf in perſon, re- 
commends nothing more than peace, charity and * 
love amongſt his followers: would to God that a 
greater regard was paid to the example and precept 
of our Lord in this inſtance. But as our Lord him- 
ſelf was but a ſmall time on earth, that he might 
complete his great and good deſign, and diffuſe 
the knowledge of his divine religion throughout 


the world, he gave particular directions to his 


apoſtles to, teach and inſtruct mankind in the. 
knowledge of the Deity, and of himſelf their Sa- 

viour ; and that their miſſion might be attended 
with ſuitable and deſirable ſucceſs, amongſt the 
great variety of barbarous nations, who in all pro- 
bability would be fondly tenacious of the rites pe- 
culiar to their own religion, he qualified the apoſtles 
in an extraordinary manner; for they were di- 
vinely inſpir'd by the Holy Ghoſt, and endu'd 
with a power of working miracles. And thus qua- 
lify'd, they went and preach'd the Goſpel to va- 


FEE ; 6.1 


their future deſigns upon true and real religion, I mean the 
practical part of chriſtianity, which, for the reaſons juſt men- 
tion'd, may not improperly be call'd its ſum and ſubſtance, 
better they had began here, and not haye vainly amus'd both 
themſelves and the world, with what is entirely foreign to 
the main intention and deſign which they have in view ; for 
by their plauſible objections againſt ſome particular parts of 
the chriſtian ſyſtem, they have ar:fully miſled ſome weak 
and inconſiderate perſons to doubt concerning the truth and 
reality of religion it ſelf; | 5 

* 4 new commandment, ſays our Lord, I give unto you, 
that ye love one another : a manner of expreſſion which ſeems 
to intimate, that beſides the practice of thoſe duties, our obli- 
gation to which ariſes from the nature and reaſon of things, 


it was the deſign of our Lord, that his followers ſhould in a 


very particular manner expreſs a regard to the duty of cha- 
rity and . | 2 Bhs 
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(58) 
rious people and nations; and their ſucceſs, as is 
eaſy to imagine, was different, according to the 
different tempers of the people to whom they 
addreſs'd themſelves: ſome of them deſpis*d the 
apoſtles, and the holy religion which they taught; - 
others, perſuaded of its reaſonableneſs and purity, 
forſook their former folly and idolatry, and be- 
came profeſſors of the chriſtian religion; but as 
it was impoſſible (it being inconſiſtent with their 
deſign of viſiting other people and nations) that 
the apoſtles ſhould refide wholly with any particu- 
lar city or province, they, leſt their labour ſhould 
prove vain and ineffectual, appointed ſome-parti- 
cular perſons amongſt the people, who had a ſu- 
perior knowledge in the principles of their holy 
religion, that in their abſence they might confirm 


and ſtrengthen their brethren in the faith, and that 


by their pious conduct, and the purity of that re- 
ligion which they taught, they might make con- 
verts of others. Theſe, as is very natural to ſup- 
poſe, were choſen from amongſt the ſeniors of 
the people, which probably gave riſe to the name 


of preſbyter or elder ; and that due care might be 


taken of the poor, that office was aſſign'd to ſome 
other particular perſons, calPd deacons, left, if both 
offices were Join'd in one, they might be burden- 
ſom and inconvenient. That theſe officers were 
appointed by the apoſtles, under the notion of 
their conferring diſtin& powers or authority upon 
them, or of their giving them any particular com- 


thiſſion to do what others were not allow'd, or 
were forbid to do, doth by no means appear. Ano- 


ther plain and obvious reaſon may be afſign'd, 
why they were appointed, or at leſt approv'd, by 
the apoſtles, becauſe they were certainly the moſt 
competent judges, who were the propereſt per- 
ſons for ſuch an office, I mean the office — an 

| elder ; - 
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_ elder ; for I think any man of tolerable ſenſe and 
common honeſty is ſufficiently qualify'd to take 
care of the poor ; nor does there ſeem the leaſt 
occaſion for an apoſtolical appointment or appro- 
bation of ſuch. Nor indeed is it at all improbable 
to ſuppoſe, that the people very often made 
choice of their own * elders, without the privity 
of the apoſtles ; for doubtleſs it very often hap- 
pen'd, that they had no opportunity or conve- 
niency of conſulting them; and that one elder - 
upon his deceaſe, bequeath'd his church as a legacy 
to another, is what I can't ſee the leaſt founda- 
tion for. That there was a particular form made 
uſe of, when theſe elders were appointed or ſet 
apart for that office, is not unlikely to ſuppole ; 
it being very probable, and certainly very proper, 
to implore the divine bleſſing upon their future 
inſtructions ; but that any circumſtance. obtain'd, 
which ſhould denote their receiving any diſtinct 

Powers, or proper authority, which they had not 
before, more than by ſuch a form it was evident 
that the elder was diſpos'd to inſtruct, and the 
people diſpos'd to be taught, is a mere groundleſs 
conceit, a conceit fraught with nothing but pride 
and vanity. | | | 

It is not at all improbable, to ſuppoſe it to be 
the will of our Lord, that theſe officers ſhould 
continue to the end of chriſtianity, if we conſider 
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E lt is certain and undeniable, that when the deacons were 
firſt inſtituted, they were choſe by the people, on whom the 
apoſtles praying laid their hands, which in the preſent caſe 
had ſomething particular in it, and ought not to be conſider'd 
as a mere empty form; for it is immediately added, that Ste- 
phen, who was one of them, full of faith and power, did 
great wonders and miracles, This indeed is power in the ſtrict 
and proper ſenſe of the word, and which in all probability 
was conferr'd by the laying on of hands, FT 
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the corruption and degeneracy of mankind, how 
prone they are to vice and impiety, how regard- 
leſs of their duty, and unmindful of their obliga- 
tions to the practice of virtue; whence it appears, 
if not abſolutely neceſſary for the good of man- 
kind, yet very fit and expedient, that there ſhould 


be ſome particular perſons, whoſe more immediate 


buſineſs and deſign it ſhould be, to teach and inſtruct 
their fellow-creatures, and remind them of their 
duty. This account of the nature of their office, _ 
repreſents the clergy, in a juſt and proper light, 
and convinces us of the ſervice and advantage 
which that order is of to mankind ; and fo long 
as they act agreeably to their character and pro- 
feſſion, they not only are, but doubtleſs would be 


eſteem'd by all perſons worthy of double honour: 


and thoſe libertines, both in principle and practice, 
who make the clergy the conſtant ſubject of their 
inſipid jeſts and raillery, only diſcover their own 
folly and want of judgment, in making that the 
ſubject of their ſcorn and ridicule, which in it ſelf is 
neither contemplible nor ridiculous, but when per- 
form'd as it ought, is both uſeful and honourable, 
and. tends to promote the happineſs and good of 
ſociety 3 upon which account it muſt be acknow- 
ledg'd, that the legiſlature acted a very wiſe and 


prudential part, and conſulted the benefit and ad- 


vantage of the nation, in making ſuch a proviſion 
for the clergy, as ſhould ſet them above poverty 
and want, which would neceſſarily expoſe them 


to do fome things unworthy of their character, 


and beneath the dignity of their office. 

But then on the other hand, if the clergy, for- 
getting their duty, and the nature of their of- 
fice, inſtead of preaching peace, charity and love, 


ſtir up envy, ftrife and contention amongſt chriſ- 


tians, they are then the miniſters of Satan, and 
| Gag | not 


| (6) 
not preachers of the goſpel of peace. If inſtead 
of inſtructing and teaching mankind their duty, 
their diſcourſes are full of fanſy*d grandeur and 
power, and inſtead of reaſoning, they rant and rave 
about government and authority ; if they miſbehave 
themſelves in ſo ſcandalous a manner, and act a 
part ſo very diſagreeable to their character and 
profeſſion, it's no wonder that they meet with that 
ſcorn and contempt which their conduct ſo juſtly 


deſerves ; for, bleſſed be God, the miſts of error 


and ſuperſtition, which formerly darken'd and 
overſhadow'd the land, are now vaniſh*d and gone; 
truth ſeems to have reſum'd her empire amongſt 
the ſons of men; we no longer now are fond of 
a ſtate of darkneſs and ignorance, but a diſpoſi- 
tion to a free and rational enquiry into the nature 
and reaſon of things ſeems univerſally to prevail. 
The Engiip clergy have it no longer in their 
power, would to God that none had an inchna- 


tion, to abuſe and deceive the people with their 
pious frauds, and conſecrated trumpery; for they 


ſeem determin'd to make a proper uſe of their 
faculties, and ſee that with their own eyes which 
none can ſo well ſee for them, and to judge and 
_ think for themſelves (the indiſputable and unaliena- 


ble right of mankind, and which it is not in their 


own Power to give away) in matters relating to 
their eternal falvation, in matters which concern 
none but themſelves, and wherein no man's judg- 
ment can be of any ſervice to them, becauſe they 
mult eternally tand and fall by their own. 

That the three orders of biſbops, prieſts, and dea- 
cons, did obtain in the apoſtolical ages, or were de- 
ſign'd to be cantinu'd in the future, is ſo far 
from being certain, that it is not even probable. 
The two latter we have already accounted for ; 
but then it muſt, I think, be allow'd, that _- 
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( 62) 


office of our deacons is vaſtly different from theirs z 
ſo that we have retain'd the bare name only, 
and given their office to officers of our own choice 
and appointment, I mean the church-wardens; 
but if we rightly conſider the nature and reaſon. 
of the thing, the office of a b;/hop ſeems to have 


no foundation in the holy writings, or in the truly 


primitive practice. 

When chriſtianity was firſt preach'd in any par- 
ticular place, and the apoſtles ſubſtituted one or 
more elders amongſt the people, to teach and in- 
ſtruct their brethren, it muſt be ſuppos'd that theſe 
perſons were beſt skill'd in the principles of our 
holy religion, and yet doubtleſs their knowledge 
was but comparatively ſmall ; no wonder then 
that in matters of difficulty they ſhould apply to 
the apoſtles for their advice and direction, or if 


they had no opportunity of conſulting them, or after 


their deceaſe, that they ſhould apply to ſome par- 


ticular elders of neighbouring churches, who, by 


their longer ſtanding in the church, by a greater 
acquaintance with the apoſtles, or other intelligent 
chriſtians, had attain*d to a ſuperior knowledge in 


the principles of their religion : But that they ap- 


ply*d to theſe, I mean the latter, under the notion 
of their being a different order of prieſts, or having 
ſuperior powers, 1s a vain and filly opinion : and 
yet doubtleſs this gave rife to the order of biſhops. 
Men are fond enough of power and authority, and 


deſirous of lording it over their brethren; no 


wonder then that ſome more ambitious than the 
reſt, tho perhaps leſs knowing, made a handle 
of this, and uſurped a power which neither God 
nor nature defign'd them: for when all inſpiration 
ceas'd, and one elder was upon a level with ano- 
ther, what poſſible reaſon can be affign'd, why 
one ſhould be obedient or ſuhect to another? But 

ſuppoſe 


£3 
ſuppoſe this was ſo originally, and ſo deſign*d by 
the apoſtles, yet when one biſhop died, what be- 
came of the clergy? I hope the biſhop did not 
bequeath them by will, as a man doth a flock of 
ſheep ; it's very likely, in that caſe, that the people 
made choice of another to ſupply his place, or 
that the clergy agreed amongſt themſelves, upon 
a proper perſon to preſide over them, and ſet him 


apart to that office by the laying on of the hands 
of the presbytery ; but in either caſe, I fear, we have 


an inſtance of perſons conferring a power, which 
originally was not in them. | 
But before we cloſe this account, it may not be. 
improper to ſettle the affair of the divine inſtitution 
of a goſpel miniſtry. FO 
We will therefore ſuppoſe, that it was the will 
of our Lord, and that will of his expreſsly re- 
veaPd in the holy writings, the only rule of our 
faith and obedience, that there ſhould throughout 
the ſeveral ages of the world, be ſuch officers as 
_ biſhops, prieſts, and deacons, in the chriſtian church 
and this in a general ſenſe may be call'd the divine 
inſtitution of the three orders, in the very ſame 


ſenſe in which it may be faid, that the authority 


of princes is a divine inſtitution : for, no doubt, it 
was equally his will, that for the general good and 
peace of ſociety, and to prevent the ill effects of 
mens impiety and wickedneſs, there ſhould be ſuch 
perſons as princes and governors ; for the powers 
that are, ſays the apoſtle, are of God, and we are to 
be obedient to them for conſcience ſake. But then 
having granted it to be the will of our Lord, that 
there ſhould be ſuch officers in the chriſtian church, 
yet how doth it appear that any power or autho- 
rity was deſign'd to be lodg'd in the hands of ſuch 
| perſons: there is nothing in the nature of the 
offices themſelves, which includes or comprehends 
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any power of any kind whatever, except that the g 
bj 


op muſt be ſuppos'd to have ſome power over 
the inferior clergy; but this is vaſtly different from 


any imaginary power ſuppos'd to be lodg'd in 


the clergy, over the laity : They are indeed to 
teach and inſtruct them, but this argues neither 


power nor authority ; except we muſt conſider 


them under the character of /chool-maſters, that 
if the people will not be taught, they muſt be 
corretted and chaſtis' d. F 

But ſuppoſe we advance a ſtep farther, and grant 
all that can be deſir'd of us, that ſome powers of 
an odd unaccountable nature, neither fit or. proper in 
themſelves, nor agreeable to the nature of the 
office, were deſign'd to be annext to the prieſt- 
hood, then this ſpiritual power hath the ſame 


foundation, and is exactly upon the fa e footing, 


with temporal government, there being a divine 
inſtitution of both powers alike ; but who ſhould 
be the particular perſons with whom theſe powers 
ſhould be intruſted, muſt be left to the people to 


— 


judge and determine, ſo that at laſt the power in 


both caſes is deriv'd from the lords the people: for 
we may with equal reaſon ſuppoſe, that one king 
ſhould hand down his power and authority to his 


ſucceſſor, without the conſent of his kingdom, and 
ſoon to the end of time, as that the prieſts, with- 


out the concurrence or conſent of the people, 
ſhould bequeath theirs to whom they pleaſe. 

This account is not only agreeable to the 
Hature and reaſon of the thing, but likewiſe to 
the very conſtitution of our church it ſelf, and 
the laws of the land. Is not his majeſty ſupreme 


in all cauſes, and over all perſons, eccleſiaſtical as 
well as civil? are not the powers which our clergy 


have, derived from him their ſupreme head? for 


it's he who makes bi/ops, who ordains them, and 


by 


(65 ) 
by their orders give them theſe mighty powers 
which they are ſo proud of: for except his ma- 
jeſty firſt granted the conge d' eſlier, what follows 
conſequent upon it would be but zrifling and in- 
effefiual ; for the whole bench of biſhops without 
him are not able to create another, whereas he 
by his ſole authority can do it without them ; for 
all, excepting his choice and appointment, that is 
done, ought: to be conſider'd, ſtrictly and pro- 
perly, as no more than a mere form and empty 
Pageantry. Nay, we have had a late inſtance, not 
otily of his majeſty's power to create, but even 
when created and conferr'd in all its due and pro- 
per forms, of the ſtate's power to deſtroy this eh 
copal power, Is not biſhop Atterbury a melan- 
choly and recent inſtance of this truth ? Was 
not his biſhoprick taken away from him? his 
power to teach and inſtruct in the Britiſʒ domi- 
nions entirely deſtroy'd, all relation between him 

and his clergy diſſolved, and all their obliga- 
tions of obedience to him ſuperſeded and can- 
celled? Nay, I much queſtion whether a deacor's 
order, granted by him in his preſent unhappy con- 
dition, would be valid in Great Britain. Np 
And tho our Orator hath told us in his cu- 
rious ſermon, that No human laws can give 
<« a perſon a title to teach others,“ yet if we 
advance a ſtep higher, and review the common 
and well known caſe of Dr. Sacheverell, that dear 
brother of his, both in his reaſoning and divinity, 
it will be very evident, that tho no human laws 
could give the title, they could take it away ; which, 
by the way, is ſomewhat ſtrange, that they ſhould 
have a power to deſtroy what they have none to 
create: The legiſlature thought proper to ſuſpend 
him for three years ; and the very fame power, if 
it had been agreeable to them, and if they had 
| | 9 puniſh'd 
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(66) 
puniſn'd him equal to his crimes, might have 
done it for his whole life, have taken his orders 
from him, and have entirely ſilenced this aut ho- 
ized diſpenſer, notwithſtanding his pretences to a 
divine miſſion and inſtitution : but what need we 
recur to theſe particular inſtances ? it is, I think, a 
principle univerſally acknowledged, that by the 
laws of the land, a clergyman may be degraded 
for ſome crimes of a heinous and particular na- 
ture; and if a ſentence of this or the like import 


' ſhould be pronounced againſt him in a civil court, 


it would be altogether valid and effectual, tho it 
ſhould not paſs thro* any particular forms in uſe in 
the ſpiritual court. | 


1 
. 


Upon the whole, it appears impoſſible, that | 


any perſon, who is but tolerably acquainted with 


the conſtitution of our church, with the laws of 
the land, and with the nature and end of an ec- 
cleſiaſtical miniſtry, ſhould run into any error con- 
cerning its divine inſtitution, or whether any or 
what powers are annex'd to its reſpective of- 
Before I diſmiſs this point, I deſire that nothing 


which I have ſaid, may be underſtood in ſuch a 


ſenſe as to ſuppoſe me to be an enemy to our ec- 
clefiaſtical "conſtitution, or to epiſcopacy in par- 
ticular. With regard to the order of the prieſthood 
or the inferior clergy, I have, I think, ſufficiently 
explained my ſelf already ; to which I beg leave to 
add, that I have a great regard for the epiſcopal 


office and character: and tho I may not entertain 


the ſame high opinion of it as others do, nor be- 
lieve it to be, in the ſtrict and proper ſenſe of the 
word, a divine inſtitution, and conſequently think 
that an undue ſtreſs ought not to be laid upon 
this order, nor that it ſhould be matter of ſtrife 
or contention among chriſtians, yet I eſteem it 
$8 e | highly 


( 67) 

highly uſeful and expedient, of great ſervice to 
our church, and in a particular manner ſuited to 
the temper and genius of the £7g/i/þ nation: and 
tho ſeveral may not agree with me herein, yet 
there are few, I believe, but what will allow it to 
be of uſe, if for no other reaſons, yet for this, 
that it may be a check upon ſuch preachers as 
our Orator, 


I could eaſily point out ſome of that venerable 


order who are a credit and an ornament to their 
profeſſion, who are an honour to the Britiſh na- 


tion, who are hearty friends to their country, and 
the preſent happy eſtabliſnment, and ſteddy advo- 
cates for our civil and religious liberties. I believe 
no proteſtant or true Engliſoman but will agree 
with me, that this character doth in a particular 
manner ſuit the great and good biſhop of Sarum, for 
whom I muſt confeſs it was principally drawn. 
Perhaps ſome perſons may be ſurprized, that 
in our account of the inſtitution of the chriſtian 
religion, I have taken no notice of the two ſa- 
craments of Baptiſm and the Euchariſt ; but theſe 
I have reſerv'd till laſt, that we may make a more 
diſtinct and particular inquiry into their nature, 
and the deſign of our Lord in their inſtitution. 
It will be very eaſily granted, and indeed I be- 
lieve deny*d by none, that the author of our holy 
religion had a right to appoint ſome poſitive inſti» 
tutions, which it is for that very reaſon, I mean, 
becauſe inſtituted by him, the duty of a chriſtian 
to obſerve : but then as the obligation of our o- 
| bedience in theſe inftances is not founded upon the 
nature or reaſon of things, there being no natural 
goodneſs, religion, or virtue in the actions them- 
ſelves abſtratted from, and prior to, their inſtitu- 
tion, but is reſolvable entirely into the ſole will of 
dur Lord; it is „ that we inquire into the 
a 2 
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nature, end and deſign of theſe inſtitutions, teſt 
we lay an undue ſtreſs, and pay a greater ve- 
neration and regard to them than was ever deſign- 

ed by our Lord. . | mo 
The mere actions themſelves, ſeparated from 
the circumſtances which, according to ufage and 
cuſtom, generally attend them, and which ought 
not to be conſider'd as eſſential to them, are of a 
common indifferent nature; what is there in waſh- 
ing the body, or in eating bread and drinking wine? 
neither goodneſs nor virtue: When therefore theſe. 
actions are adopted into our religion, and the per- 
formance of them requir'd of chriſtians, we are to 
carry our views farther, to conſider the nature 
and deſign of the inſtitutions, and what are the 
Principal things ſignify'd and repreſented to us by 
theſe ceremonies; it is this that we are chizfly to 


attend unto, for the mere outward action was in- 


ſtituted, and 1s performed, for the ſake of that 
only which it ſignifies and denotes. If therefore 
the thing ſignify' d is ſufficiently attended unto, 
and regarded by us, we do, I think, anſwer che 
great end and deſign of the inſtitution, tho we'omit 
the outward action. Thus, for inſtance, we are 
to eat bread and drink wine in remembrance of ' 
our ſaviour, and of his body broken like bread, 
and his blood poured forth like wine, for the re- 
- miſſion of our ſins; but if this be done as well 
and effectually (and without all diſpute it may) 
without the performance of the outward material 
vaction, is not the end and deſign of our Lord in 
the inſtitution of this ordinance, as well and effec- 
tually anſwered, as with it: I ſay this, not that I 
think, that if it is the expreſs will of our Lord 
that theſe outward actions ſhould be performed, 
we may diſpenſe with our obedience, and re- 
fuſe the performance of them; but to abate _ 
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take off that undue ftreſs which perſons place 


upon the mere actions themſelves : and if we 
make a ſtrict and narrow enquiry into this affair, 
I doubt not it will appear, that chriſtians generally 


lay a greater ſtreſs upon theſe ceremonies, than 


our Lord himſelf did, or ever defign'd they ſhould : 
for it is not at all improbable, that our Lord inſti- 


tuted them, principally and chiefly, in compliance 


with the temper of the Jews, the ceremonial part 
of whoſe religion he having intirely aboliſh*d, he 
knew it would be almoſt impoſſible to prevail 
upon that people to accept of a new inſtitution, ſo 
contrary to their former, that ſhould be perfectly 
ſimple, and without any rite or ceremony what- 
ever; for we find, notwithſtanding the inſtitution 


of the two ſacraments, how fondly tenacious they 


were of the law of Moſes, and that they would have 
impos'd the obſervance of it on the chriſtian con- 
verts, inſomuch that the apoſtles found it neceſ- 
ſary to comply with this froward temper of theirs 
in other more material inſtances. 
Thus much 1s certain and undeniable, that our 
Lord took the two ſacraments from the Jews: 
Baptiſm is allow*d by all our beſt writers to have 
been in uſe amongſt them, which cuſtom of "theirs 


is Dr. Wall's chief and principal argument for 


infant-baptiſm. That the feaſt of the ſupper, 
with all the minute particular circumſtances attend- 
ing it, were taken from the cuſtom and uſage of 
the Jews, in their religious feaſts ; that the particu- 
lar appointment of bread and wine for this facred 
repaſt, the method of their being conſecrated, the 
breaking the bread, the diſtribution of it to the 
company, the giving of thanks, and laſtly, the 
ſinging a pſalm or ſpiritual ſong ; that theſe were 
ſeverally taken from the cuſtom and uſage of 
the Jews, will appear plain and evident to _ 

| | | wno 


LY 


—— tn ot RN Ipr ft BM promenade 


e 
— 


ts 


him only en paſſat, and we never find the ob- 


7200) 

-who will give themſelves the trouble of reading 
Mr. Godwyr's account of the Jewiſh feaſts, Upon 
theſe accounts it ſeems not improbable to ſuppoſe, 
that our Lord's chief end and deſign in the inſti- 
| tution of the ſacraments, was, as I hinted above, 
in compliance with the temper of the Jews, and 
to recommend chriſtianity to them, by making it 
more agreeable to the Jewiſn inſtitution, and to 
their ceremonial temper and diſpoſition, 

It is very certain, however, that neither our Land. 
nor his apoſtles, laid any great ſtreſs upon che 
ſacraments: baptiſm ſeems to be mention'd by 


ſervance of the ſupper recommended by him 
or his apoſtles, as neceſſary to ſalvation, or 
as What in any particular manner was-requir'd of 
chriſtians. As to the former, as our Lord never 
gave any particular directions concerning it, the 


+4 .cuſtom of the Jews muſt, I think, be neceſſarily 


ſuppos d to be the rule of chriſtian baptiſm, with 
whom, as it was cuſtomary to baptize their pro- 
ſelytes only, it is not at all improbable, to ſuppoſe 
it to be agreeable to the will of our Lord, and 
conſiſtent with the original deſign of the inſtitu- 
tion it ſelf (which doubtleſs was to make a diſtinc- ' 
- tion between a chriſtian and a gentile) that the 
uſe of it ſhould be * diſcontinu*d, when a whole 
people and nation became chriſtians ; for if the 


root is holy, ſo are the branches. 


As for the ſacrament of the ſupper, it doth by 
vno means appear, that our Lord laid that ſtreſs 
upon it, _ wa followers have done ſince ; the 
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5 : This matter is ſet in a very clear light by the author of 
7 Dr. Wall's hiſtory of infant-baptiſm improv'd, printed in the 


| your 1709, anauthor of * learning and good ſenſe. 
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notion of the corporal preſence, which obtain? d 
in the early ages of the church, (which doubtless 
was a contrivancee of the prieſts, in order to pro- 
mote their own power, and advance their office 
and order in the opinion of the people) was What 
firſt gave riſe to the manifeſt abuſe and perver- 
oy of the nature and deſign of this religious 
It doth not appear, from its original inſtitytion,' 
from any part of the holy writings, or the nature 
of the feaſt it ſelf, that it was the will or deſign 
of our Lord, that the adminiſtration of it ſhould: 
be confin'd to the prieſt hood. As our Lord left: 
this affair undetermin'd, nor gave us any particu- 
lar directions concerning, it, the cuſtom and uſage 
among the Jews, from whom the inſtitution it 
ſelf was taken, ought alone to determine this 
matter, I mean what is eſſential to it; and it's 
certain, that the maſter of the houſe, or any o- 
ther in different perſon, preſided in their religious 
feaſts; he conſecrated the cup and the bread, and 
gave thanks. And what reaſon can be aſſign'd why- 
this feaſt ſhould not be perform'd in the fame 4 
manner? what hinders, when any number of _—_ 
chriſtians are met together, that they may not eat; F 
and drink in remembrance of Chriſt, and that any - 
one of the number may not conſecrate the elements 
and return thanks? And this ſeems to have been 
the practice amongſt the primitive chriſtians in 
the apoſtolical ages, according to the account 
which we have in the holy writings, who feaſted 
in this religious manner as oft almoſt as they mer 
together : neither, by any thing which appears, did 
they apprehend it neceſſary, that theſe feaſts ſhould 
be confin'd to the place of their religious aſſem- 
blys, or conſecrated churches, or that their teacher 
ſhould preſide over them, tho it's not improbable 
2 | to 
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(n 


to ſuppoſe, that when their teacher was one of the 


" <4: 


number, they paſs'd the compliment upon him in 


deſiring him to confecrate the bread and wine, 
and return thanks; (in like manner as is uſual a- 
mongſt us, when any clergyman happens to be in 
company with us at our common meals, for the 
maſter of the houſe to deſire him to crave a blef- 
ſing and return thanks) and from hence, it's not un- 
likely, came the cuſtom of their teachers conſtant- 
ly officiating at. theſe religious feaſts, till at laſt 


for the reaſons above mention*d, they thought fit 


to deny this. power to the laity, and confine it to 
their own order. : V7 Hoes | 

Having now finiſh*'d my account of the origin 
and nature of the chriſtian inſtitution, and of the office 
of the prieſthood, as it ſtands oppos'd to Mr. B's, 
E leave the world to judge whaſe is moſt agreeable 


to the general nature and reaſon of things, to the 


particular inſtitution of chriſtianity, to the conſti- 


tution of the Church of England, and the ſenſe of 
mankind. For ſome reaſons I have not thought 
proper to ſubjoin my name at length; tho, as on 


the one hand, I have not the vanity to imagine, 


that my name would have been of any ſervice to 


the cauſe wherein I am ingag'd; ſo, on the other 
hand, I am far from thinking that it would do ir 
any diſſervice or diſcredit, 

I have only farther to obſerve, that if Mr. B. 
will apprize me of having either thro' haſte or in- 


advertence omitted any material argument of his, 
or that in any part of his performance I have ne- 
glected to give his reaſonings their juſt weight 
(hich may not be improbable, if we conſider the 
ſhort diſtance of time between the publiſhing of 


his ſermon, and the ſending theſe remarks to the 
preſs, the far greater part of which was taken up 


by more neceſſary buſineſs) I fay, if he will ap- 


Prize 


n Taffre him, that I will take 4 
more accurate review of the nent, and will 
conſider his principles in their full extent, and the 
ſeveral conſequences ariſing from them, In the 


mean time, 
Wy 


— SGENTLEMEN, 
London, Octob. 1 CT. 
29, 1729. With great regard, 
Your moſt humble Servant, | 


I. W. L. 
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